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and Learning, who are ſo 
much Maſter of the greateſt 
Springs, - and ' moſt ſecret 
Reſorts of State, cannot but 
be alſo a critical Judge of 
- the Niceſt Points” of Honour ; 
I have preſumed! to preſent 
it to you, together with 
the Gentlemany Propoſal 
contained in it, for Erect- 
ing Court of Honour i in 8 
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ſome Vears ago, when at Lon- 
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D EDICATION. 


ned before your Lordſhips 

of His Majeſty's Treaſury; 
and when you read. my 
Name, perhaps you will do 
me ſo much Honour, as not 
only to Countenance theſe 
Sheets, Which, altho few, 


Y * ” ; I 
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contain, I dare. venture to 


ſay it, a good Deal of Hoe 
and uſetul Reaſoning, an 
Inſtructions upon the Gewtle: | 
many. Sul 1 Us. whereof I treat 

bur - alſo; to: Approve. of 
and Promote the, Honour: 


able, and 


"mo b uſeful, as 
well as Chriſtian PA R O P O 8 AL; 


made by me Tee che 
Cloſe {1 
t 7 
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DEDICATION. 


Be that as it will, I hum- 
bly offer them, as a ſmall 
Teſtimony of the {ſingular 
Eſteem I have for a Perſon 
of your diſtinguiſhing Cha- 
racter and Merit; ſo not 
allowing myſelf to doubt 
of Succeſs, and wiſhing, Six, 
to ſee, by your cordial In- 
terpoſition and Intereſt, ſe- 
conded by thoſe other Ho- 
nourable Members of the 
Hovsz, who are Maſters, 
and Encouragers of the 
True Art of the Sword, the a- 
bove mentioned Honour- 
able, and moſt Pacifick and 
A Recon- 


DEDICATION. | 


Reconciling Court, Eſtabli- 
ſhed by 4d of Parliament, 
for the Honour and Safety 
of His Majeſty's Subjects. 
I am, with all Reſpect and 
Sincerity, 


S 7-3 


Tour devoted and 
moſt humble Servant, 


WILLIAM Hoes. 
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UELLING, or 

Single Combats, ei- 
N ther without, or with 
| Seconds, are of ſuch 
— bad Conſequence, and 
ba ve deſtroy d within 
theſe Hundred Tears, ſo many Brave 
Men, that I am perſwaded, there 1s 
zo Man of True Honour, but will 
ve well ſatisfied with my reducing m- 
io ſo ſmall a Bounds as the following 
VinDICATION, the chief Argu- 
ments againſt them. 


ae 7 


ii PRE FACE. 
THERE are none but the Vir. 
dictive and Re weng ful, who can have 
any Pleaſure or Satisfaction in them; 
and ſeeing, that by fo much as they 
poſſeſs of this Unchri ſtian Tempe, 
by ſo much do they Ungentleman them. 
ſelves, I ſhall have the leſs RegariM 
for them. F 


HE are then only the True 
Gentlemen, and conſequently the Ho- 
nourable, whoſe : A I fhoi' 
reſpect in this Matter; if they bu 
approve of it, I am ſatisfied, and 
an Very eaſily a ige ft the ini fferen 
Opinion an) other leſs deſerving Per- 
ſons may have of it. l . 


ANT Perſon of ordinary Senſe 
and Ingenuity, altho' neither Gentl:-& 
man nor Scholar, will be 2 to: 
underſtand 


/ he be a goo 
it the better, and the more readil 
enter into the Deſign 7 the Boot 
Which is chiefly to javve 


ii PREFACE 

under ftand the Strength of the Argu- 
ments adduced, againſt the Cine 
and 1 F Challenges; and, 


briſtian, he will ab | 


en's Lives: 


Vor he may 1760 over the Latin Ouo- 
he 


ations, an 


at no great Loſs. 
I ſhall therefore only deſire, That 


ny Reader peruſe it ſeriouſiy, and 
without "having any Ripa] ro the 
urrent and common Opinions of ma- 
ny unthinking People on this Head; 
and that he would alſo value more the 
Merit and Importance of the Subject, 
than the Author ; altho I believe, 
here are hut fee who are well ac- 
ſuainted with me, who will ſuſpect 
ne of fo much Diſingenuity, as to 


Hrite and publiſh one Thing, and 


think 


4 iv P R E F A C E E. * 


think another 9 ang it. mia 
have its. defrred_. Succeſs, pou. Per- 
ſons of all Ranks, as well, Country) 
Gentlemen, as Office ers and et hers 
in the Army; I ſubmit it to, your | 
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J could have add. 2 Treat. man) 
more Ar uments to 4555 have: gi. 
Den, both againſt: Duelling and Re 
venge; but / Seemg. de hat 1 ave {+ ferd, 
FF doubt not, be ſu 5 ent to an) 
_ ow and well-inc 4. «Ri 7225 g 
only recommend to  his., <Peruſa 

hree Chapters in the OY . 

of . Monſteur Ei rit, of. the, Frenc 
= at N 55 Diſcus on 
the Deceitfulneſs of..1 Human, Vartnes, 
Printed Anno 1706. . Furt, Of 
Valour, Chap. X. The Seh, „ 
the Courage of Duelling, Gh ap. II. 
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Reference to Injuries, Wrong s, Af 
roms, &c. Chap, XXI. V ich are 
well worth any a 's Reading ; 
and ich, 7 of | he fancy the Argu- 
ments I have given 4 them are 
not ſufficient, will . ſupp! that De- 
feet; as. the. B 00k "it fel” will a Va- 
| in his Egg For it will 
þ ell deſeFoe: its "Place: h; . 


a 


bs ſhall, clo, e this Preface with the 
Sayings, of: Two; Learned. Men: He 
that- 18 truly: Mat animous, aps 
Ariſtotle; minds Gal; what he ought 
to do, and doth. not Care what 0- 
pinion the- World. hath of him, 
4-#Eth- Chap. 8. And, That Man 
alone, ae Seneca, is intirely de- 
voted to; N irtue,pand yalues it as 
much as it ou hte 4e be valu'd; who 
will rather, Be-brahded:with Infamy, 
f 9 8 his Cöneience i 8. I. 
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Advertiſement. 


HE Autbor's New Method of Fencing, 
and Obſeroations on the Gladiators 
Stage-Fiphting ; Alſo Dr. Cookburn's Diſ⸗ 
courſe and Examination of Dugils, ſo much 
Recommended: Are to be had at George 
Strathan's Stationer, in Cornhill, oppoſite 
to the Royal Exchange, LO NDON. 
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[ To be added to Page IIth. x 


Having omitted a Very ſtrong Argu- 
ment for the Uſefulneſs of Fen- 


cing, with which J fhould have 


7 
berun the firſt Paragraph of the 
Hlevanth Page; to which I remit 
it : I think 1 cannot do better, 
than to bring it in here. And 
it is this, . RE 


To conclude this Point of the 
Uſefulneſs of Fencing, with an unan- 
{werable, and conſequently, deciſive 


Argument. I Firſt lay it do 1'as 


a Poſtulatum, That Art can wu 


denude a Man cf his natural Cou- © 
rage. It may, and doc: indeed 


ſometimes, which is its great Proper- 


ty, make a couragious Artiſt ore 


circumſpect and wary in what he is 


to 


0 


o a tht = 


eA Vindication of the 
to undertake againſt his Adverſary, 
when engaged tor the Life, and not 
to be ſo unjudiciouſly forward and | 
ventorious as it he had no Art at 
all, and were wholly ignorant; 
which is truly the beſt Method ſuch 
Perſons can take, ſeeing thus they 
depend wholly upon Chance; ſince 
they cannot upon Art, becauſe they 
have none : But that it does diveſt 
any Man of, or even impair his na- 
tural Boldneſs and Courage, I don't 
believe the greateſt Contemners of, 
and Enemies to the Art, will either 
affirm or maintain. 


Tr1s being premiſed and gran- 
ted, I ſuppoſe two Perſons of equal 
Stature, Strength and Courage, the 
one a True Artiſt, - and the other 
Ignorant, were to fight publickly for 
Heir Lives, by the Allowance of the 

G0. 


True Art of Self- Defence. 


Government, as it was very common 
of old amongſt the Romans; Upon 
EE bole Side do you think would the 
Betts or Odds of Advantage run, in 

che general Sentiments of the Spec-. 
iztors Certainly they would run 
upon the eArtiſts Side; becauſe he 
equals the Ignorant in all his natu- 
ral Qualifications, and overballances 
lim in his artificial: So that unleſs 
Providence interveen, and equal the 
Scales, tor which there can be no 
certain Reaſon given by any Mortal, 
why it ſhould incline more to the 
Ignorant than to the eArtiſt; then 
undoubtedly the eArtiſt muſt in all 


humane Probability carry it. 


I think J may very naturally 
apply here to True Sword-Men 
(with fome Alteration but more Or- 
thodox) what the great Marechal 
Bea hoo or TT —_ 


A Vindication of the 
Turenne uſed to ſay of great and 


well diſciplin'd Armies; Dien, diſoit 


il, eſt toujours du Cote d une Bonne 
Armee : So 1 (ay, Il eſt pour la plus 
part du Cote d un bon & eAdroit 
homme d Epee. That is, Providence 
is for the moſt Part upon the ſfrong- 
eff Side, not that it makes him fo, 
but that for the moſt Part he wills 
that it ſhould be fo; altho' he may 
ſomerimes, for weighty Reaſons un- 
known to us, Caſt the Ballance to 
the weakeſt Side For who dares | 
ſay, WHAT DOST THOU? | 
Bur that is only in very extraordina- 
ry Caſes; becauſe, for the moſt Part, 
Succeſs attends the ordinary and na- 
tural Means, which we ought al- 
Ways ro uſe, let Matters go as they 
WIII. 2 22 


II the Artiſt be the ſtronger Mun, 
then his Overballance, and conſe- 
Ed 55 quently 


True Art of Self-Defence. 


FHuencdly Advantage, is the greater 
Prer the Ignorant ; and if he be 
Waker, then he muſt ſupply that 
Ve ſect by judicroufly making uſe 
At his Art: The Term IGNO- 
ANT, is a Denomination given 
enerally to all Perſons who are un- 
ful in the Art of the Sword, and 
made Uſe of only as ſuch here; 
Ind not by Way of Deren or Con- 
empt of any ſuch Perſons, who in 
ber Matters may be amongſt the 

HRoſt Arowing and fudiciqus. 1 
Sought fir to add this, leſt ſome 
Ferſons might miſtake me in the 
F preſſion. 


I TRUE Artifis may alſo, if 
hey can, (but I much doubt they 
an) diveſt themſelves, in a Man- 
er, of their Art, if they find 
does not anſwer them in the 


Heat 


A Vindication of the 


Heut of an Engagement; ee it 
certainly always will, if rightly uſea 
and ſo reduce themſelves to thei: 
natural, but imartificial Skill, by 
which every Thing elſe, being ſup- 
oled equal, they are {till in Equi. 
Vibrio with the Ignorant; ſo that let 
an Artiſt either make right Uſe ct 
his Art, or throw it off, and lay i: 
aſide as much as poſſible, yet upon 
the former Suppoſition, he is always 
in equal Terms with his unskiltul 
Adverſary, and conſequently at no 
Diſadventage by being Maſter of 
the Art, but a great Deal the better, 
and more certain and ſure in what 
he is to aitempr and pur in Execu- 


tion. Q. E. D. 


Tris one. Argument alone, in 
Proof of the Uſefalneſs of the True 
Art of the Sword is unanſwerable, 
CALL and 


True Art bf Self-Defence. 

and muſt ſtop for ever the Mouth 
of all, who fo much ungentleman 
themſelves, as in the leaf. to diſ 
countenance or diſcourage it, by 
their ſupercilious and ſlighting Car- 
riage, when this Centlemany and uſe- 
ul ub j ect happens to be the Diſ- 
courſe of their Company. 


I ſhall therefore leave this Argu- 
5M /72ent with them, to reflect and rumi- 
Mate a little upon, and will only aſſure 
oJchem, That it it hall ever be their 
AMAigfortune to Engage in good 
„ karneſt with a Tue Szword-1Man, 
at they will, in all Probability, have 
u- Neood Reaſon, by dear bought Expe- 

vience, to wiſh, that they had been 
amongſt the Number of the moſt 
Dexterous in the True Art of De- 
ſence ; for that which is il ground- 
ed; and conſequently more preca- 

\Y * riou 4 
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A Vindicatien f tbe 


ricus, is not worth naming, far leſ- 
Bae. And for their . greater 

ncouragement to endeavour to be- 
come true Artiſts, I muſt tell them, 
That I never yet knew, or heard of 
any Artiſt, were he never ſo ordina- 
ry, who ever repented him of hz; 
Art ; but upon the contrary, always 
eſteemed it as moſt convenient and 


uſeful. Th 1 


WHrarT I have here ſaid, in Com- 
mendation of the True Art of De- 
fence, is not to encourage. in the 
leaſt any Perſon who is Mater. f it, 
to be Hectoring and inſolent, thereby 
to provoke People to Quarrel; the 
Conſequence of which, is common- 
ly either Going by the Ears in @ Ta- 
Dern, or ſending next Day a Chal- I. 
lenge, which ends in Fighting, and 
tor the moſt Part with the 46 of Wc 

-- "47", 
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True Art of Self- Defence. 


One, if not of Both the Parties, eſpeci- 
ally when Unskilſul. But for its Van- 
dication againſt ſuch as endeavour to 
diſparage and #raduce it, which is 
below any Gentleman of true Worth 
and Honour, and to ſhow the real Be- 
nefir of it, me a Man * be com- 
yelled to Fight upon his nect 
Self-de ence, 9 Man — T 
aſſured, but he may be too ſoon 
iryſted with. This will ſufficiently 
appear by the following Vindication, 
where I have done all in my Power 
to diſſwade People from, and to diſ- 
courage their Anſwering of Challen- 
ges and Duclling. 


Irs the Arguments here adduced 
do not fully convince them of the 
Atrociouſneſs of this unchri ſtian 
Crime, it is a great Sign, That the 


FP Man does as yet prevail with 


2 


them; 


indication, &. 
them; and, that no Humane Reaſon- 
ing, be the Arguments never ſo 
ſtrong, can have Force enof to Con- 
Vince them: And therefore I muſt 
recommend them to a more Super- 
natural Aid ; For it is That only can 
work ſuch a Miracle, as their in- 
tire and Thorow Conviction in this 
Matter. 


 Acaix, what our Author ſays; 
Fc. as in Page L ith. wy, 
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End, and the Large Plate [aft of all, 
the Small one being for the Frontiſpiece ; 
and the Addition immediately after the 
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VINDICATION 


Of the True ART of 


SELF-IDEFENCE, Sc. 


of The Art of Ft x- 
CING, that I truly 
believe, the practical 
and uſeful Part of it 

12 is, by my New Me- 
ibod, brought to the greateſt Per- 
teCtion it is capable; for, as to the 
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# 'A Vindication of the 


Nice Theory, it is of great Extent, 
and moſt of it more for Speculation 
and Diverſion in Diſcourſe, than 
Uſefulneſs in Practice, altho' very 
well worth every Gentleman's ſtudy- 
ing and underſtanding, that he may 
Diſcourſe of it the more readily,and 
in the Terms of Arr. LET 


[ therefore fancy it will not be 
thought amiſs, if I hereby give No- 
tice to the Publick, That, havin 


peruſed a Book, Entitled, The Es } 


ſtory and Examination of Dueling, | 
&c. written by the Reverend Dr. 
Johm Cockburn, which did not come 
to my Hands but lately, otherwiſe 
I had given this A 
ſooner; and which is very 


URI.) 
worth every Gentleman's Reading, 
ſeeing the Author founds what be 
writes upon the trueſt Principles of 
Honour, 


True Art of Sell Defence. 3 
Honour, as well as Chriſtianity S0 
that out of Zeal and Concern for 
the Safety and Preſervation of all 
Perſons, I cannot but recommend it 
to their ſerious Peruſal, parriulaaly 
the Gentry and Soldiery of theſe 
Nations; the Book being well done, 
and containing in it many Things 
relating to the Grecian and old Ro- 
van Way of Fighting, both Curious 
and Learned. | 


Ap I doubt not, but this my 
Recommendation vill have the more 
Weight with many, ſeeing it not 
g only in a Manner lies in my Way, 
as having writ ſo much in the Com- 
mendation and Uſefulneſs of the Art 
of the Sword; but alſo, becauſe I 
am not acquainted with the Author, 
bur give this Notice merely for the 
Benefit of my Countrymen, without 

"RX having 


4 A Vindication of the 


having the leaſt Regard to any Ad- 
vantage he may reap by it, for whom 
I have otherwiſe a great Reſpect, be- 
cauſe of his other Writings, of which 
I have ſeen ſome ; bur particularly 


for this uſeful Performance, wiſhing, 


that every one may be Maſter of it, 
for their clearer Conviction, as to 
the true Principles of Honour, now 
a- Days ſo much miſtaken, and many 
Times perverted to ſo bad an Uſe, 
as that of Duelling; but which our 
Author has unanſwerably explained. 
and ſet in their true Light. 


HO WE VER, to prevent | ſome 
Miſtakes, which many Perſons may, 
without due Conſideration, fall in- 
to, IJ am to acquaint the Reader, 
That what the Author ſays in Chap. 
II. Part 1. Concerning the common 
Gladiators, is not to be taken in a 


general 


. 
| 


True Art of Self-Defence. 5 
general Senſe ; for, as there are no 
hardier and braver Men than moſt 
Part of them are, and who value 
leſs their Blood; I wiſh, to the Re- 
putation of Art, they did it more 
than I have many Times obſerved 
chem to do, when upon the Stage, 
and fighting for a Prize, when by 
true Art they might have prevent- 
ed it; and which was the Occaſion 
ot my writing ſome. Obſervations 
upon that Head when at London, a- 
bout Eight Years ago; ſo it cannot 
be deny d, but that ſome of them 
may be of a mean and 3 
Spirit, and come to play the Pol- 
tron, as the Author terms it, in the 
Day of Battle; for Art can never 
6 a common Fellow a Gentleman, 


nor a Coward a Hero But that is 


no more a juſt Reflection upon 
Gladiators in general, than ir would 


fs. 


* - - > 
— CC r 


* Dre » 


6 A Vindication of the 
be upon Mankind, That becauſe 
many of us are treacherous, falſe and 
villanous, to conclude from thence, 
that our whole Race muſt be ſo. 
Therefore, altho' I allow with the 
Author, that there are many mean 
and naughty Perſons amongſt thoſe 
who Nadel. the Art, yet I deny it 
as to the General; for, according to | 


the Provetb, * or Two Swallows 
make not 6 Stmmer. 


AL80 wha he ſays in Chap. IX 
Part. I. of the Weakeſ maſtering the 
Strongeſt, and the Ignorant che Ar- 
caſt, muſt be taken in the ſame Senſe 


as the former; becauſe, altho' this 
3 ſometimes fall out, yet perhaps 


not in many ly al con TIO: 39 
Perſon _ Skiltul is eee 
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13 1 5 7 uy . T 
BESInEs, there are but few good 
Sword-Men ; and to attribute that to 
2 real Sword Man, becauſe it is ſome- 
times the Fate of the Halt-skilful to 
meet with it, is wrong Arguing; for 
if a Man be truly an Artiſt, his Art 
can never do him Prejudice, beca | 
being Maſter of it, he underſtands 
the Parades of all Manner of Thruſts: 
knows to diſcoyer, and to make. or 
force an Open where there is none; 
to direct, and adjuſt his, Thruſt to 
char Open; to Advance and Retire; 
to break Meaſure or Piſtance; and 
all chis without Confuſion, with ma- 
ny other Subtilties belonging to the 
Art, which none altoget er ignorant 
can pretend to ; So that Whatever 
Way it goes, he, as a skilful Game- 
Side, alcho' be is not infallible, and 
5 | A 4 8 can 
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can no more withſtand a ſtrong and 
| impetuous Current of bad Fortune, 
than a good and knowing Gameſter 
can an unlucky Run at Cards or 
Dice. And by theſe Advantages, 
which are but a Few of the Many 
he otherwiſe has, it muſt ſtill be 
own'd, that upon the Main, a true 
Artiſt has by much the Advantage, 
even of an ordinary Sword-Man, 
much more over one wholly igno- 
rant of any Part of the Art; ache 
we all know, that notwithſtanding 
of this, The Battle is not always to 
the Strong, &c. which ought to 
humble all true Artiſts, and be as it 
were a Counterpoiſe, to abate their 
| Fride and Vanity, flowing from 
their Art, ſeeing there is nothing of 
this Kind infallible under the Sun, 
but That Time and Chance happeneth 
to all. Altho' all Men of Under- 
... N ſtanding 
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ſtanding muſt on and confeſs, that 
at Bottom, Art is preferable to Ig- 
norance, and that re p 
Viribus, let the Succeſs and Event 
be as they will. | 


Tunis is as homely and juſt a 
Compariſon, betwixt Ignorance and 
Art in Fencin 0 as I can poſſibly 
give, and muſt ſtop all redfonable 
Objections upon this Head : For, 


Who Jn Art makes Men Infal- 
lille, 


D more of henne than 


Skill ; 


If Art did Sword-Men truly 9 words 
Proof male, 

What Pains to become. Sword-Men, 

. . would Men take ? 


True 


2 
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| True Art does Ignorance in this 
excel, 


It doth 'both Blow and Thruſ? 
with Faſe repel; 


Art does but Knowledge and Au. 

rance give, 
And Men from many Blow and 
| Thruſt relieve ; j 


Sees, forces opens, and with ud 


ment 11 
Prompts, ere You are to S rrike 
and there to Thruſt ; 


Thus, Art, ou ſee, is better far that 
Cauſe it prevents reciving Three 
ö 

Who from his Are does more thay this 

©2000. e 

Arm'd . ew 2 uf febr, ar 

it reject; 
For 


True Art of Self- Defence. 11 

For Art's but Art, and Skill no 
more than Sill, 1 inks wh 
Which ſaves in Part, but works 
no Miracle, ie 

To Ow” Man! Infal-| 


! 


AG Alx, what our Author ſays 
in the ſame Chapter, Page 150, of 
Peoples commonly Fighting in Paſ- 
ſion, muſt be underſtood, Cum gra- 
nu ſalts, as we ſay; for altho' in all 
my Directions, both for School-Play 
and at Sharps, I recommend Calm- 
neſs, .yet it is to be ſuppoſed, That 
a Man muſt have his Paſſion ſo much 
excited, as to make: him the better 
exert his Strength and Vigour, other- 
wiſe People would appear as lifeleſs 
Statnes in Time of Fight, which 
would be very aukward, and un- 
ſeemly in an Engagement; n 
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there are ſome Perſons ſo very well 
tempered, that unleſs their Paſſion 
be excited to a certain Degree, they 
will ſcarcely reſent even a real Inju- 
ry : Such Perſons, to uſe a homely 
Compariſon, like Flint and Steel, 
muſt be, I will not ſay, beat up, 
and ſtruck upon, for that is too 
harſh an Expreſſion. againſt any 
Gentleman, but a little rubb'd up, 
and teac d they muſt, to extract their 
Fire, and yet at Bottom they are no 
Cowards; which is the true Reaſon 
of the Difference of Tempers, be- 
twixt quarrelſome Perſons, and ſuch 
as are {low to it, and who often ſut- 
fer a bad Character by it; but which 
cool-rempered Perſons prove many 
Times the better Men of the Two; 
becauſe they do not care for Quar- 
relling, without having a good 


_- Ground for it; nor to Fight, until 


they know well for what, and then 
they 


— _» Las * 
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they commonly do it in good Ear- 
neſt for which they are not ſo much 
to be condemned, as thoſe who pick 
Quarrels upon every trifling Occa- 
ſion, and come many Times but 
very ſcurvilly off: So that in ſuch 
cool and flow Tempers, you ſee a 
good Degree of Paſſion is ſo far from 
being condemned, that it ought ra- 
ther to be cheriſhed and commen- 
ded; for there are no Rules withour 
an Exception. | 


BuT granting many People do 

fall into Exceſs - Pan in 
Time of Fighting ; yet true Sword- 
Men have for the moſt Part more 
of Temper, and know better than 
ſuch hot and fiery Perſons, how 
to make their Art and Dexterity ſub- 
ſervient to them in an Engagement 
for Life: Likewiſe, there is a. vaſt 
FE ET CE Diffe- 
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Difference berwixt Tranſport, or a 
too violent Paſſion, and an uſeful 
Degree of it, whereby one's Vigour 
is excited to a greater Activity, by 
a more lively and brisk Agitation 
than ordinary of the Animal Spirits 
The Firſt is a Degree of Fury, or 
Madneſs, which in my above-men- 
tioned Book, I term, Temeritatis 
vel ignorantia Audacia, the Raſh- 
neſs or Fool Hardineſs of Ignorance; 
and is wholly to be Se 
The Latter is an Aſſiſtance, and as 
it were, a Spur to .one's Strength 
and Vigour, and yet has a Kind of 
Reſtraint put upon it by Art, forits. 
more effectually Succeeding, which 
I call, Peritiæ & Experientia Cau- 
tela, the Cautionſneſs and Warineſs 
of Art ; and is much to be valued 
and commended in a Great-Sword- 
Man, that he may the better _ 
; FM cee 
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ceed in the reaſonable and neceſſary 
Defence of his Honour and Life. 


IT is therefore only the Exceſs 
and bad Uſe of theſe that Doctor 
Cockburn really condemns; and Un- 
!awfulneſs of Accepting a Challenge, 
and Duelling, but not the Benefit 
and Uſefulneſs of the True Art of 
Defence, when a Man ſhall una- 
voidably be neceſſitate to make Uſe 
of it in Defence of his Life: He is 
more of a Gentleman, and under- 
ſtands better the Principles of True 
Honour, of which he has given a ſuf- 
hcient Evidence in this Book I am 
now Recommending; than in the 
eaſt to diſcourage the Underſtand- 
ing the True Art of the Sword, or to 
condemn neceflary . For 
in his Dedicat ion to the Marqueſs of 


— — — — 
| CAR- 
* 7 
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CARNARVEN, he expreſſes him 


ſelf thus, 


Mx LORD, | 
Am none of thoſe who deſpiſe 
4 Honour, or who make the 


lighting it a Virtue. I ſet a Va- 
lue upon it, and do acknowledge 
< it abſolutely neceſſary to Quality. 
« For if true Honour be wanting, 
« neither rich Poſſeſſions, nor Titles, 
nor Digniries, will render Illuftri- 
« ous, nor yet skreen one from Ha- 
« tred and Contempt: But what truc 
Honour is, and what is the pro- 
« per Teſt of it, I have ſhewed here; 
« and therefore make bold to re- 
« commend that Chapter, wherein 
« it is treated, to your Lordſhip: 
« FPeruſal. Chap. VII. Part 1ſt. 


Axr 


— 
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AND as a further Proof, that 
what I aſſert is ſo, I ſhall, for the 
Reader's greater Eaſe, until he pro- 
vide himſelf with the Doctor's Book, 
cranſcribe a little out of it, relating 
both to this Point of Se Defence, 
and that of Declining Duels, or 
Fighting, except upon an abſolute 
Neceſſity; yet not ſo exactly, as to 
20 on regularly, and as it lies in his 
Bool, but only here and there, as it 
makes for my Purpoſe; and J ſhall 
endeavour to connect it as well as 
can. | 


As to the Firſt, Chap. IV. Part II. 
in Anſwer to the pretended Neceſfi-- 
iy of Duelling; now, ſays he, I will 
not offer to anſwer this Argument, 
y denying, or diſowning the Prin- 
-iple of Self-Defence, or ſetting at 

5 5 


gone: nought 
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nought a Security from Injuries : 
This would look like a Stoick, rather 
than a Chriſtian, I acknowledge the 
Principle of Self-Defence both reaſo- 
nable and neceſſary; and that it is 
both a natural and religious Duty, 
to keep our ſelves from Contempt 
and Injury. i 


AGAIN, Chap. V. 6 3. of the ſame 
Part; after having diſcourſed of Re- 
venge, and Moral and Divine Secu- 
rity, he ſays, What has been ſaid on 
theſe Heads, is not intended to ren- 
der unlawtul, outward, forcible De- 
fence, or to reſtrain any from the 
Uſe of it, when good Name or Ci- 
vil Rights are viclantly invaded, and 
cannot be otherwiſe preſerved : Be- 
cauſe they are roo important Things 
not to be taken Care of, or to be 
thrown up without Concernment : 
3h For 
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For it is the ſtrict Duty of all Men, 
to keep theſe with all Care, and by 
all lawful Means: Therefore Cicero 
ſaith truly, Qui autem non defendit, 


nec obſiſtit, ſi poteſt, injuria, tam eſs 


in vitio, quam ft parenteis, aut pa- 


triam, aut ſocios deſerat. Off. Lib. I. 
Injuries are to be deſpiſed, when 
they ſhew only the Malice, the 
Envy, and IILwill of him that 
doth them; neither have they any 
+ pernicious or uneaſy Effects: But 


if fo violent and outragious, as to 


« ſhake one's Peace, Intereſt or Re- 
putation, and to be of evil Con- 
ſequence to one's Family and Po- 
* ſterity, then indeed one ought to 
beſtir himſelf to remove, and Re- 
medy them; otherwiſe he is nei- 
ther juſt to himſelf, nor to thoſe 


who depend upon him; and is 


Careleſs whether he be capable of 


|S 6 doing 
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6c doing good or not: Such Uncon- 
« cernment is ſtupid and fooliſh. 
cernment is ſtupid and fooliſh. 


Ir is not juſt to wrong others, but 
neither is it juſt to ſuffer ones ſelf 
to be egregiouſly wrong d, if it can be 
lawfully hindered, and if one cannot 
ſave himſelf from Injuries of very. 
evil Conſequence to himſelf, and o- 
thers concerned in him, by a Senſe 
of Juſtice, friendly Admonitions, 
modeſt Remonſtrances, fair Repre- 
{entations, the Mediation of others, 
and ſuch like generous and peace- 
able Methods, it is then reaſonable. 
to defend himſelf by Force and Co- 
ercive Power ; ſo much for the Ne- 
cefſity of Selſ-Defence. As for the 
Legalit) of it, I ſhall only ſay, it is 
known all the World over, That 
Neceſfity has no Law ; altho' I wiſh, 
That what Laws we haye againſt 

e Duel. 
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Duelling, were more full and ex- 
prefſive- upon this Head than they 


ae 
THe next, are a few of his Rea- 


ſons for Declining Duels, or Accep- 
ting of a Challenge at any Rate; 

which he enforces in ſome of the 
Sections of the ſame Chapter, by an- 
(wering the chief Pretences which 
are generally made Uſe of in Vindi- 
cation of ſo bad and pernicious 2 


* 


practice; As,, ; 
. The Pretence of Cuſtom, 


Txosp who vindicate Duelling, 
own,” it may be true, That the com- 
mon Opinion of the World about 
Duels, may be erroneous, and that 
it would be better if they were laid 
aſide; et ſeeing this erroneous 

7 * = 


» 
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Opinion prevails, there is a Neceſ- 
ſity of Complying ſomething with 
it, otherwiſe one can have no Re- 
putarion, but muſt be deſpiſed, and 
Death is as eligible as Contempt, 
according to the old Saying, Aut 
Mors, aut vita Decora, either Death | 
or an honourable Life. 


Now, a very little Reflection will 
diſcover the Weakneſs of this Argu- 
ment; for the Reaſon of it can take 
Place only in Matters of an indit- 
ferent Nature, and not intrinſically F 
Evil. Opinions not dangerous may | 
be indulged a little, 1 popular ; 
and Cuſtoms may be complied with, 
if in themſelves innocent, tho' no- 
thing but Cuſtom can recommend i 
them ; for the Aﬀectation of Singu- 
larity in ſuch Cafes, is only Pride 
and Obſtinacy : But what is pernici- 


_: ow, 
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ous, immoral, and what has impor- 
tant ill Conſequences, tho never ſo 
popular, ſhould be ſtedfaſtly re- 
liſted ; for none ought to follow a 
Multitude to do Evil; nor does he 
act wiſely, who prefers uncertain po- 
pular Eſteem to neceſſary Truth, to 
right Reaſon, to the publick Good, 
to the Pleaſing GOD, and to the 
Saving his own and other Mens 
Souls. Beaits run inconſiderately 
after one another, tho' it be into a 
Ditch, or over a Bridge, or into a 
Slaughter- Houſe; but Men ought to 
conſider the Way as well as the Ex- 
ample given them. As faith Seneca, 
Nihil ergo magis Praflandum eſt, 
quam ne pecorum ritu ſequamur An- 
tecedentium Cregem, pergentes non qua 
eundum eſt, ſed qua itur. It is eve- 
« ry one's Duty and Honour, to ſer 
« themſelves againſt yulgar Errors, 
c B "% v pe? 4 6 and 


24 indication of the © 


and againſt yulgar ill Practices, that 
« Truth and Virtue and Righteouſ- 
% neſs may prevail, c. 


II. The pretended Mech for Mi li- 


| tary Men to Fight Duels. | 
* IT is again urged by Men of the 

% Military Profeſſion, That the a- 
« voiding DUELs is impoſſible a- 
* mongſt them; for if they did it, MO 
« their Fellow - Soldiers, both Officers 
« and Others, would not keep them 
„Company, nor join or roll with 
« them in any Point of Duty, which 


would occaſion the Breaking of 
e them; ſo that they muſt either 
© Fight Duels, or turn out of the 
* Army. VO AI! 


” know this Matter of Fact is toe 
true, as I have known ſome who 
EE ; IX haye 
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nave engaged in Duels merely on 
his Account, which is not much for 
the Credit ef our Military Diſcipline: 
any ſhrink at Orders, or turn theif 
Back in the Day of Battle, certainly 
chere is all Reaſon to diſgrace and 
caſhier them, both for Cowardice, 
and as it may endanger the Victory: 
ut to break or diſgrace one, becauſe 
hc will not fooliſhly throw away his 
own Lite, nor yer take the Lite of 
another, without any juſt Cauſe of 
honourable Occaſion : That is td 
commit Murder, which is forbidden 
by both Divine and Human Laws. 
+ How unreaſonable is this! How 
** impious! Is a poor Fellow put to 
Death for Deſertion ? And ſhould 
he be commended and honoured 
* who renounces Chriſtianity ? , Gan= 
not one be both a Soldier and a 
Chriſtian? What! Is Rudeneſs, 

r 4 of 
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ing and Curling, the proper Ac- 


« compliſhments, and neceſlary Or- 
« naments of a Soldier Is none 
fit to Face an Enemy, but he who 
« has learn'd firſt to defy his God, 
« to blaſpheme his Name, and to 
„ make a Mock of his Laws? It 
« were to be wiſhed, that General; 
and all commanding Officer 
« would lay this ro Heart, that they 
may ſee, and be ſenſible of the O. 
« bligation-- upon them, to retrieve 
« the Honour of Chriſtian Armies 
and to repreſs thoſe Scandals 
« the Military Profeſſion ; particu: 
« larly this of giving and accepring 


Challenges, and fighting of Duel; 


CORA is bath commendable 
and neceſſary for à Soldier; but 
daring to do Evil is not true Cov: 

„„ 
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tage; it is inconſiderate and ſhame- 
ful Brutiſhneſs, which all wiſe Men 
will have in Contempt, and the E- 
ſteem of others ought to be deſpis d: 
For it is to be always remembred, 
that it is better to obey God than 
Man, and wiſer to fear God than 
the Cenſures of Men. It is more 
Honourable to ſuffer Reproach out 
of a Religious Principle, than to 
ave the Applauſe of all the World. 


AND that ſuch a Regard to the 
Laws of God, and * ot 
Religion, is nowiſe inconſiſtent with 
the Character of a Gentleman and a 
Soldier, even in the Army, will 
appear from the Example and Au- 
thority of One, who was both a 
Gentleman and a Soldier; and who 
adorned theſe Characters, by joining 
to them that of a ſtrict * 


238 . AVindication of tb 
The Perſon is Monſieur Renty, whoſe 


Lite was written in French, and tran. 
flared into Engliſh, and both are 
lately Reprinted. He was born in 


the Year 161 1, at Reni, in the Lower | 
Normandy: He was the only Son] 
and Heir of Charles de Renty, | 
Gentleman both of a good Eitate, 


and of an ancient Noble Family. 


Tux young De Renty, as he had 
good Natural Parts, fo there was g- 
ven him a virtuous, liberal, and ſuit- 
able Education, which render'd him 
a very accompliſh'd Gentleman, and 
procur'd him ſuch Reputation, that 


=> 
= 


he was choſen, even very young, 4M 


Member of the States of Norman 


dy aſſembled at Rohan. A little : - 


while after, Fance being engaged in 


the War of Lorrain, and it being 
then judged not honourable for 2 


t 
4 


Gentle- 
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Gentleman to loiter at Home, when 

che Service of his King and Country 

call d him to the Field; Monſieus 

Renty went into the Army, where he 
as placed at the Head of a Troop, 
n which were divers young Gentle- 
nen. He very ſoon got a Reputa- 
on among the Generals, and all the 
Commanding Officers as well as o- 
ers, by ſtudying to oblige every 
ne; but when Monſicur Rent) be- 
me a Soldier, he did not lay a= 
Jide the Character of a Chriſtian 3 
8: own'd the Obligation to preſerve 
in the Camp, as well as elſewhere, 
d as he is deſcribed by the Author 
Wo: his Life, he did it every where 
ch an unuſal Care and Strictneſs, 
ing a good Example, and keep- 
Pig a ſtrict Diſcipline over thoſe 
under his Command, which made 


— — 4 — 1 


him 
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him moſt gracious wherever he was 


- 
, 


Bur, to give an Inſtance ſuitable 
to the Subject of this Diſcourſe, 
« While Monſicur Renty was in the 
« Army, there happen'd a Diffe- 
« rence between him and another 
«Gentleman, who ſtood much up- 
«on what is called, The Point of 
Honour; it was firſt carried before 
the General Officers, who deter- 
« min'd in Monſieur Renty's Favour : 
« But the other would not reſt in 
that, nothing could give him Con- 
« tent but a Satisfaction by the 
« Sword, and fo he ſent a Challenge. 
« Monſieur Renty told him thart 
« brought ir, That the Perſon he 
« came from was much in the 
« Wrong, for he had given all the 
« Satisfaction, which in Juſtice and 


« the other ſtill preſſing and repeat- 


ing his Challenge, and that too 


« with ſome inſolent and provoking 
Language, Monſieur Renty retur- 
« ned this Anſwer, That he could not 
accept of the Challenge, ſince God 
« and the King did forbid it; he had 
no Fear of the other, but he feared 


« God, ard dreaded the offending 


Him: That he would go every Day 
& _ as he _ 11 5 wher 27 
« his Afuir, call him; and if 
40 any Le ould be made upon 
« him, he would make the other to 
* repent it. | N ee 


Turs Anſwer is the more remark- 


able, that it came from a young 


Man, that intended to raiſe himſelt 
to Preferment —_ Sword : Now, 
ome Perſon, ſeeing 

It 


— 


the other quarre 
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« Reaſon could be demanded : Bur 
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it in vain to attempt the drawing 
Monſiewr . Renty 10 a Del Duel 
he took an Opportunity to ſet upon 
him when attended with one ſingle 
Servant: The Conſequence was, that 
both the quarrelſome Gentleman 
and his Second were wounded and 


diſarmed. After which, by the Aſ- 


* x 


fiſtance of Monſieur Renty and his 
Servant, he carried them priyatel) 
ro his own Tent or Lodging, where 
he himſelf. dreſſed their Wounds, 
comforted chem with Wine, and. dif 
miſled them with their Swords, ne- 
yer boaſting of the Advantage which 
he had over them, nor ſo much as 
{peaking of it to any, or ever men- 
tioning it afrerwards to his Servant. 
who was preſen t. 


War % 
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Wnurx other Differences  hap- 
pened, he uſed. ro fay, That there 
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was a great deal more Courage and 
Greatneis of Mind, in bearing an 
Injury for the Loye of God, than in 
returning it; and in Suffering, t than in 
Revenge; becauſe the one was more 
difficult than the other: That a Bull 
had indeed Courage, but it was Bru- 
tal; whereas ours b to be An 
onal 0 Wilken, vote 


l 


Eo 


and 
[ alſo _ are not AY HG 10 93 7 
may preſume, what 1 "have ſaid. on. 
chis Head will meet with the leſs Pre- 
judice; I will therefore ſubjoin that 
which the eminent Doctor Hammond 
hach delivered on this Subject, in 
his excellent 7 ne dane, 
* ** 95 
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be atcounted eee t me 
| fo offer, lege 1s « Duel 


Cutech Ne ONE inaginable ; * for 
chi Injury, whatever it is, I it be 
4 real one, of à conſiderable Na- 
ture, vill be capable of a legal Sa- 
2 ; and that muſt content 
\ oy Revenge being wholly 
1 — . Chriſ: Of i it be 
aw Allo be no Sarisfac- 
900 he 2 154 Preſumeable Ar- 
gurtent, char it is Light and incon- 
i iderable; and then, ſure the Liſe 
of another Matt; hae: the ant 
0 Own, will be An unPi p 
nable Satisfaction for i it.” 
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eſpecially when 1 ſhall be defamed for 


Catech. Certainly I may not: The 
Law againſt Killing reſtrains me; 
and for that Excuſe of Honour, 1/f, 
It is moſt unreaſonable, That Obe. 
dience to GOD Commands ſhould 
be an infamous Thing. And then, 
24h, If ſo impious à Cuſtom hath 
prevail'd, I muſt yet reſolve to part 
ther than with my Obedience to 
ſorye, That there are Two Sorts o 
ing from the Fear of being beaten or 
illed ; the Second, from Fear of 
may bs 1 have a * 64 


— 
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of the Second of theſe, and will cers 
tainly have as much of it, as he hath 
either of good Nature or Religion ; 
and that will reſtrain Duels as much 
as the other. And might this but 
paſs, as ſure it deſerves, for an ho- 
nourable and creditable Thing, the 
Fear of the other Kind of Diſcredit 
would work little upon us; for the 
World is now generally grown ſo 
wiſe, that a Man may, without any 
Diſhonour, fear being killed or hurt; 
and even to go out of the Way of 
ſuch Dangers is creditable a 
upon an inevitable Neceſſity, it be- 
ing rather proud Folly, than true For- 
titude, to throw away our Life, when 
no Good can come of it; for no 
Law can tie a Man to what is impoſ- 
ſible, nor can he be blamed for a 
Mifadvenrure, in whoſe Power it 
was not to prevent it: So that De- 
0 9 mo ſt henes 


— 


incurring the Eternal Flames of Hell, 


moſthenes his Aphoriſm, Vir fugtens 
denuo pugnabit, is very appli- 
cable in this Caſe. The Unlucki- 
neſs of it is, that the other ho- 
neſt Kind of Fear, that of hurting 
and killing another, is become the 
only infamous Thing, the only 
Cowardice that is accounted for. For 
the removing of which, you may 
obſerve, 4thly, That in a reaſonable 
Eſtimation of Things, he that for the 
preſerving his Reputation, ſhall ven- 
ture to diſobey God, is ſure the grea · 
teſt Coward in the World; becauſe 
he is more fearful of Niſgrace and 
Infamy in this World, than any good 
and pious Man is; nay, chan he is 
nina of violating the Lays of 
Natural Reaſon, of * God, or. 


Sch. BUT: what am I 10 da, in 
Caſe a Challenge be ſent or offered to me: 
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ence towards God, to deny it, what- 
ever the Conſequence may be. Se. 
condly, To offer a full Satisfaction 
for any either real or ſuppoſed Injus 
ry done by me, which hath firſt 
provoked the Challenger. Thirdly, 
As prudently as I can, to ſignify, 
(and by my Actions to reſtity the 
Truth of it) That it is not the Fear 
of Dying, but of Killing ; not Cow- 
ardice, but Duty, which reſtrains 

me from this forbidden Way of ſa- 
tisfying his Deſirme e. 


Sch. BUT what if all this will 
not ſatisfy him, but he will ſtill thirſt 
after my Blood, and accept of no other 
Fati faction; but aſſault me, and force 
me, either to deliver up my own Life, 
or try the Uncertainty of a Duel? 
AID, - + 6:3 © oO 
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Catech. THE utmoſt that in this 
extreme Caſe can be lawful I ſhall 
define to you, by ſetting before you 
an Example which I have met with. 
Two Perſons of Quality meeting 


« in à publick Place, the one paſſe 


— 


* an Affront upon the other; the 
« gther bore it patiently in that 
Company, but after {ent him a 
% Challenge: He ſent him a meek 
Return of Acknowledgment. of his 
Fault, and Readineſs to give him 
any other Satisfaction chat ſhould 
be thought On tO ipe off the In: 

« jury. The Perſon affronted will 

not accept any other. He keeps 
his Chamber, and for a long Time 
« uſeth all Care not to meet the 
« Challenger. in any Place which 
„ would-be. proper for Fighting, and 
* ſtilloſters Tender of Satisfaction. 
. AK 
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40 © A Vindication of the 
At length it falls out, that they did 
« meet in a Place where this could 
not be avoided: The Challenger 
« {ers upon him, the other draws in 
« his own Defence, wounds him 
« lightly, and having done fo, de- 
« fires again that this may end the 
* Quarrel; and offers any other Sa- 
tisfaction: The Challenger will 
« not- conſent, aſſaults again, is Kil- 
( led, and ſo the Tragedy ends with 
„ the chief Actors Lifſmmm. 


| Tax the Surviver did any Thing, 
11.88 3 the firſt Affront, unlawful in 
all this, every Circumſtance conſi- 
dered, I cannot affirm; no Man be- 
ing bound to ſpare that other Man's 
Life,” which he cannot ſpare with- 
out parting with his own. Which is 
elegantly expreſſed by Cicero thus: 
Hoc ratio Doctis, & neceſſitas Barba- 
TOR OY TIO WT a ris, 
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Tue Art of Self Defence. at 
ris, & mos Gentibus, 65 Feris natura 
TILA praſcripſit „ ut mem ſem 
per vim, quacunque ope « poſſent, a 
corpore, 4 1 a vita ſus propul- 
ſarent. In Orat. pro Milone. 1 
_ this may ſatisfy the utmoſt 
of your Scruples in this Matter, "if I 
tell you, That this Caſe, taken with 
all the Circumſtances, is the only 
one I can give you, wherein one of 
the Two Duellers may be innocent, 
and you will be apt to deceive your 
ſelf, if you ſeek to find out other 
Caſes, and think to farisfy them by 
this. So much for the Opinion of 
this Great and Learned Divine upon 
this Matter; which is another Evi- 
dence, beſides our Author, of the 
Reaſonableneis and Innocence of 
Hel Defence, and conſequently of 
the Uſefulneſs of the Art f the 
. „ I 
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III. The pr ada Nece ity of Duel- 
ling, mo prevent or erin Af- 
fronts or Injuri 


ſuries. 

LT is further pleaded in Behalf of 
Duels, That they are in ſome Man- 
ner neceſſary for Curbing inſolent 
and injurious Perſons, and for pre- 
venting Affronts, abuſive Language 
and the like Provocations, which 
ſuch Perſons are ready to give, if 
not over-awed and reſtrained. The 


| Fear and Danger of a Duel ſerves 
to keep them in Awe, and teaches 


* 


them to uſe others 3 but 


if one do not this Way defend him- 


elf, he ſhall be dail) abuſed and 


trampled upon, according to the 


” 
* 


am, in vitas novam 


Ws 
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Tx1s ſeems a ſpecious Argument 
with many, becauſe it promiſes Se- 
curity, and flatters Reſentment, which 
is agreeable to Corrupt Nature, and 
appears ſo reaſonable, that the Ge- 
nerality, even of thoſe who have e- 
ſcaped the groſſer Corruptions of the 
World, do indulge it too much: 
No wonder then if others be ſome- 
what tranſported with it: Wherefore, 
if a ſatisfactory Anſwer cannot be gi- 
ven to this Argument, Duelling will 
continue in Credit, and ſome will 
Place their Security in it. bf 


Now, I cannot ſay, That there is 
no Reafon for apprehending Inju- 
ries, nor any Occaſion for guarding 
againſt them; for it is roo evident, 
fa many Perſons are now a Days 
too much expoſed ro them, _ 
. r e 
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theſe Vices have obtained which 
cauſe them, vis. Malice, Envy, III- 
will, Strife and Contention. What 
the next Generation will proye, 
GOD knows, but the - preſent is 
moſt crooked and perverſe. Indeed 
it is a Matter of both Shame and 
Regrete, bur it is a {ad Truth, That 
generally the Touth are Rakes, | Old 
Hen Libertines, and thoſe who 
ſhould ſer an Example to others, are 
noted Patrons of Notions, which 
cheriſh all Inclinations to Evil, and 
which ' ſtifle the Senſe of Piety to- 
wards GOD; and of Juſtice and 
Generoſity towards others, 


Bur to return to our Subject; 
Seeing the preſent State of the World, 
at leaſt with us, is thus corrupt, there- 
fore he who cannot live as a Re- 
cluſe, but reſolves to ſex out into the 


World, and to engage into the Af. 
fairs of it, either generouſly to (erve 
che Publick, or lawfully and inno- 
cently to ſerve himſelf, I ſay, This 
Man may conclude to meet with 
« Injuries, Provocarions, and what 
is called Affronts, and ſhould pre- 
« pare for them, even as they who 
* intend a Voyage, do wiſely pro- 
vide againſt Storms, Tempeſts and 
rough Weather, to which the Sea 
is liable, as every one knows. 


TRE, faith Paneſius, who con- 
verſe in the World, muſt not only 
be prepared for Buſineſs, but for 
Dangers unforeſeen, which happen 
daily : For preventing and avoiding 
which, Preſence of Mind is neceſſd- 
ry, and ſhould be like Wreſtlers : 
For as they pur themſelves in a ne- 
ceflary Poſture before they Fight, 


have 


True Art of Self-Defence. 43 


= +> + 8 ; , 9 As 
—_ r e —— — . 


* 


4.6 A Vindication of the © 4 


have their Arms free and ready to 
guard Head and Face, and are pre- 
pared, either to Word off Blows, 
or to give them; ſo a prudent Man 
ſhould watch circumſpectly, and be 
on his Gard againſt Proyocations 
and Injuries. For this Cauſe his 
Mind ſhould be firm, ſteady, well 
« inſtructed, and quick to divert the 
« Strokes of Fortune, and to fru- 
« ſtrare the Snares of Evil Men, that 
he may not ſuffer by Surpriſe, or 
Neglect of due Preparation.“ 


Bur as there is all Reaſon to ap- 
prehend ſuch Tentations, and as it 
is Wiſdom both to foreſee them and 
to prepare for them; ſo he does not 
wiſely conſider Things, who places 
his Security in a / ealous, tbuchy and 
_ windidive Temper, in a Reſolution 
to revenge every Injury: He who 


thinks 
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thinks this, and is thus reſolved, is 
ill adviſed; and has conſulted nei- 
ther Law nor Goſpel, Reaſon nor Re. 
igion, Humane Philoſophy nor Ex- 
perience, but only the Sent iments of 
Corrupt Nature, which renders one 
Heedleſs and Inconſiderate. 


H who reſolves on this Refuge, 
muſt have no Opinion of Provi- 
dence, he muſt think Morality a 
meer Name, Virtuc and Vice Arbi- » 
trary Things, Tuſtice towards GOD 
and Man to have no Foundation in 
Nature; and that the Obligation 
to them ceaſeth, unleſs all . eve- 

one agree to the Obſervance of 
them, as if it flowed from a mutu- 
al Contract: In a Word, that Wick- 
dus is no Wickedneſs, when faſhi- 
onable; and, that doing Evil is eve- 
y Way allowable, when others do 
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ſo. That this may appear evident- 
ly, I will diſplay Revenge, and by 
doing ſo, I am confident, all who 
have a ſincere Reſpect to Juſtice, 
Honour or Intereft, having duly 
conſidered it, will condemn it, and 
be aſhamed ef ii.. by 


IV. Of the Unlawfulneſs of Private 
- Revenge. e 


PRIVATE Revenge is altogether 


unlawful, if GOD be confider'd, 


and if there be Regard to His ſu- 
preme and ſovereign Authority; for 
e has expreſly forbidden the Awen- 


ging our ſelves, or Rendring Evil 
for Evil: On the Contrary, he 
commands expreſſy the doing Good 
for Evil ; and fo no Provocation is, 
or can be an Excuſe for either doing 


an Injury to another, or for neglec- 
bly - ring 
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ting a good Office, when there is 
both Occaſion and Opportunity for 


Tu Duty of friendly Actions, 
and of forbearing what is hurtful to 
others, is perpetually binding, be- 
cauſe the Obligation to obey GOD 
never ceaſeth: It is not a Duty by 
Virtue of any mutual Compact, or 
Agreement among Men, but by 
Virtue of the Divine Aut horit 
commanding it, and which hat 
commanded it abſolutely, and not 
conditionally, with Reſpect to par- 
cicular Perſons their its or De- 
merits, | 


Love, Good-will, and good Of- 
ices, are called reciprocal Duties, 
becauſe all owe them to one ano- 


ther, and all ſhould pay AY | 


+ 


_ 
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each other: But they are not like 
Matters of Traffick and Bargain, not 
to be paid, unleſs another tulfil his 
Part : They are due, not only to 
Friends and Well-wiſhers, but to all 
indifferently, however they deſerve 
it; for tho they do not deſerve It, 
yet ſeeing GOD. commands it, for 
His Sake it ought ro be done, other- 
viſe He is not duly honoured. 


Fon the ſame Reaſon, and by the 
ſame Rule, every one ought to do 
what is comman ed him, in Relati- 
on to another, whether that other 
give, or not, reciprocal Encourage- 
ment on his Part : Every one ought 
to mind his own Duty, and ſhould 
not take his Meaſures from another's 
Behaviour: For one Man's Dyſobe- 
dience can never excuſe another's 
Neglect of his ſtrict and neceſfary 

„„ Duty: 
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Duty: An evil Example ſhould ne- 
ver be followed, nor will any Ex. 
ample, Temptation or Provocation- 
juſtify that which is Eil. 


TIE do not adorn the Doctrine 
of CHRIST their Saviour, Whoſe 
Morality riſes no higher than that of 
the common Sort of Mankind; nor 
do they underſtand Chriſtianity, who 
think it lawful or allowable to with- 
draw Kindneſs and neceſſary good ON. 
fices, becauſe anorher bas taifd in his 
Duty, or does not perſonally deſerve 
it; it might be ſo, if there were no 
other than humane Obligations up- 
on us: But we are the Creatures of 
GOD, the Subjects of the Moſt 
High, who has an abſolute Right in 
us, and over us, and ſo can juſtly 
la k us under what ö Obligation he 
pleaſes,” tho' he never pleaſes. to 
* 2 -  . oe. 


* 
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command any Thing bur whar is per- 
Hx alſo. is the Supreme Tudge, 
to whom all are accountable, and 
who only hath Right and Authority 
to reward and puniſh. Vengeance is 
mine, and I will repay it, ſaith the 
LORD. He e. dim who pre- 
ſumes to chaſtiſe or puniſh another, 
without the Divine Leave, Commiſ 
ſion or Appointment, he, I ſay, does 
uſurp the Prerogative of GOD, 
which is very Criminal. GOD hath 
given a limited Juriſdiction ro Pa- 
rents over their Children; to Ma- 
ſters over their Servants; and to 
Princes over their Subjects: But no 
private Perſon has Row over his 


Equal or Neighlour, who has no 
Dependence upon him; and there - 
fore, whatever be his Offence, he 


has 
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has no Right nor Authority to a- 
venge or puniſh it: Wherefore, pri- 
vate Revenge, with Reſpect to GOD, 
is altogether unlawful. Ne 


* 


As Revenge ſtrippeth one of his 
Uprightneſs towards GOD; fo does 
it of his Innocency towards the Pub- 
lick State and Government: It ren- 
dreth him Wieked and Unjuſt in Re- 
ſpect of both. A Man treſpaſſeth a- 
bre Government, and is puni- 

able, who, without a legal War- 
rant enters his Neighbour's Houle, 
ſeiſeth his Goods, or drives away his 
Cattle, whatever Wrong he may pre- 
tend was done him: And he acts as 


illegally, who aſſaults his Perſon, 
who offers Violence to his Body, and 15 
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wa already, when any one is wronged 

y Word or Deed, if it be of that 
Nature and Conſequence, as to 
make it very prejudicial, it ought to 
be carried to the Magiſtrate; but if 
it be unworthy of his Cognizance, 
it is alſo unworthy of a Chriſtian ot 
wiſe Man's Reſentment, eſpecially 
by Duel. For all private Fighting, 

except for e Defence, is 
doth an Injury, he cannot be ac- 
counted Innocent who revengeth it 


by himſelf; for he who gives the 
Provocation, is only firſt in che Fault ; 
but he who revengeth it, is equally 
guilty, and indeed more guilty, if 
the Sun has ſet upon his NMrat h, and if 
the Revenge was deliberate. As 
Tertullian faith, + Quid enim refers 
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inter provocantem & pro vocatum, 


eee the; grier. In e e 
ille | Nn, 


ille poſterior. De Patientia. And 
Lactantius rightly judges, That he 


- 


woho revepges an Injury, imitates him 


who did it, and ſo becomes as Wicked | 


as the 105 Non minus enim mali 
et, referre quam inferre injuriam, 
ts VI. Cap. XVI. 
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Mr. BRUCE, in his In ſtituti- 
ons of Military Law, Ancient and 
Modern, diſcourſing of Military 
Crimes, (as: „ That Mounding a 
Fellow, Soldier with 2 Sword, or 
« any other deadly Weapon, was, 


. 


according ro rhe Roman: Conſtirn- 


den, Capital; but it with a Sword 
« in the Scabbard, à Cane or Stone, 
c. the Puniſhment. was only Car 
« ſhjering,” The Reaſon, of; which 


Difference was, the preſumed Peſign 
| " " of 
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of the Inflicter. All which, was ve- 
Ty fagely contrived by the Roman 
N for taking off all Ex- 
cuſe for private Revenge, and for 
preventing that barbarous Cuſtom of 
Duelling; which, tho' of old eſteem- 
ed commendable in many Nations, 
where the common Cuſtom was to 
determine private Quarrels with the 
Sword; yet certainly there is nothing 
more pernicious to Mankind, =@_ 


Pon here the gallanteſt Men, 
who ſeem born for the Public G 
and fitted to do moſt eminent Ser- 
vice to their Country, have many a 
Time miſerably periſhed, 'thro' a 
fooliſh miſtaken Notion of Honour ; 
And as this private Duelling ſeems 
to he an Invention of the great Ene 
my of Mankind, ſo has it been: very 
juſtly condemned by ſeveral — 
WV F 
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of War and General Councils, as e- 
minently deſtructive ro Sociery, as 
you will ſee hereafter : For by this, 
all legal Trials and Order of Law is 
out-dared, and Juſtice openly .and 
avowedly violated ; it often falling 
to the Share of the injured Party to 
be worſted in Fight; and if Murder 
be a flagitious Crime, then certain- 
h chis, which has ſo direct a Tenden- 
cy cowards it, can never be warrant- 
: able ; nay ſurely thoſe who practiſe 
i, muſt be concluded to have firſt 
put a very great Violence upon their 
on Nature, (for we need not ſingle 
out any one Man's Inclination) che 
Nature of Mankind certainly avert- 
ing both Killing and being killed: 
Tet when that Phantaſm, that Chi- 
mera Honour has once poſſeſt the 
Mind, no Reluctance of Humanity 
is able to make Head againſt * N 
5 — "Tow 
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Tux wiſeſt Courſe then, that 
Centleman or Soldier in this Caſe, 
without the leaſt Impeachment tc 
his Honour, can take, is perempto- 
rily to decline accepting all private 
Challenges; but as much as Polit 
to diſtinguiſh himſelf, by a oallanc 
and heroick Behaviour in all publick 
Engagements, when the. Service of 
his King or Country calls him tO It: 
And this he will find exemplified to 
him by the braveſt Soldiers, and 
moſt eminent Commanders in for- 
mer Ages, who, with Scorn and In: 
dignarion, rejected, ſuch, Challenges, 
even when on by a publick Ene- 
my. Thus Marin returned Anſwer W . 
to a German Leader, who had ſent 
him ſuch. a Defiance, That if he ua, 
himſelf, Frontin de Sirazag. ib, IV 
N 2 
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Cap. VII. No. 5. And to the fame 
Purpole was the Anſwer of Antigo- 
nus to Pyrrhus, and of Auguſtus to 
Mark. Anthony. Plutarch in \their 
Lives. And certainly our Chriſtia- 
nity is very ill beſtow'd upon us, if 
what was _—_ and abominated by 
Heathens ſhall be now eſteemed 
Noble and Heroick -: Thus far he. 
But as Matters go now in this Age, 
a Caning is commonly retalliate by 
Piſtolling; fair Play amongſt Men 
of Honour being denied ſuch a Boor- 

i Affront; and -whoever fits with 
it, may go and ſhut himſelf up in a 
Cloyſter, and prepare himſelf tor 4. 
not her World; For few Gentlemen will 
care for, or converſe with him in this: 
Altho' J ovn, ſuch ſnarp Reſentment 
is contrary: to our Savionr's Maxims, 
and the ſtrict Rules of Chriſtianity, 
whichought to be, by all good Men, 


irrefra- 


: 
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irrefragable, let the World 75 what : 
it will. PIO, 


Hard Fate of Man ! 5 either if he 


flies, 
Hopeleſs of e re RN: 28 1 


lies; 


Or if be, wanquiſh, Fn Il expects to 
7 
The Kira e of Ju fi ce, or Remo 
of Mind. 


Contemn this Fate Thou l prove thy 
ſelf a Man, 
And act the Hero, and true e Chri- 


A 


T | wil ee chis Head of * 
Unlawfulneſs of Revenge, with-what | 
the wiſe Son of Hirach Jairh; \Eccle/. 
xxviii. He that revengeth ſhall find 
Vengeance F the Lord; and he wil 


fl ureh 


5 
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ſurely keep his Sins in Remembrance. 
| Forgive thy Neighbour the Hurt that 

he path done unto thee, ſo 2 thy 
Sins alſo be forgiven when thou pray- 
t. One 59 Hatred againſt 
another, and doth. he ſeek Pardon of 
the Lord? He berg ve no Mercy to 
Man which is like himſelf, and doth 
he ask Forgiveneſs of his own Sins ? 
Remember thy End, and let Enmity 
ceaſe. Abſtam from Strife, and thou 
ſhalt diminiſh thy Sins; for a furi- 
ous Man will kindle Strife. An ha- 
'y Contention kindleth a Fire, and 
in haſty Fighting ſheddeth Blood. He 
chat conſidereth theſe Things, will 
be convinc'd of the Evil and Unlaw- 
ulneſs of Revenge, and will be ſen- 
ible of the Obligation to forbear it. 


, 


IV. Revenge 
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IV. Revenge is not 'only Unlawful 
but alſo * and Baul. 


As Revenge has been repreſented 
unlawful . unjuſt, ſo it is mean 
and contemptible, unworthy of 4 
Man of Honour, or of a great Mind. 
as all whoſe Judgment deſeryes to 
be regarded have determin'd. It i. 
an Honour for a Man to ceaſe from 
Strife; that is, to paſs by an Of 
tence ; But every Fool will be med. 
ling, r And again. 
Say not, Iwill do ſo to him as he hath 
done to me: I will render to the Man 
according to his Work. For this bewray-| 
eth Weakneſs of Mind, and an unruly 
Temper; both which are ſhameful, 
becauſe both are moral and diſagrec- 
able Deformities, indicating Defect 
of Judgment and Underſtanding, or 
Temerity and Inconſiderateneſs. 


Ou 


Quo quiſque ef major, magis ef pl 
cabilis ir, c 


Et faciles motus mens generoſa capit. 


Nor only Chriſtian Doctors, but 


Heathen Moraliſts, have given Pee- 


vi ſhneſs, Wrath, and Reſentment, as 
the Marks of a mean Spirit; and all 
of them have made ir a certain Sign 
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of a great Mind, to contemn Inju- 


ries and evil Speeches, which inflame 


vulgar Souls. Ariftotle faith, It is 


weak Stomach which cannot di eft 
4 


hard "Meat, and it is a weak Min 
ond mean Spirit that cannot bear In- 


juries. Whereas, a great Mind is 


not diſturbed with Provocations, ſo 


45 to be tranſported to Indecencies, 
or real Evils, forbidden by the Laws 


of God and Man. 
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— Quippe minuti 
Semper, & infirmi eſt Animi, exigu- 
ique Voluptas 
Ultio, continuo fic collige, quod vin- 
dicta, 125 
Nemo magis gaudet quam Famina. 
Juv. Sat. xiii. 


Revenge, which ſtill we find 
The weakeſt i of a feeble Mind; 
Degenerous Paſſion ! and for Man 
too baſe, 
It ſeats its Empire in the Female Race. 
DR YDEX. 


Nox doth any grave or ſerious 
Hiſtorian propoſe one for a Hero or 
Great Man, by bold Adventures, 
warlike Exploits, and encountering 
Dangers ; it the Magnanimity of de- 
ſpiſing Injuries and Provocations was 
"ih wanting. 
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wanting. Muſonius calls it Puſil- 
janimity to reſent Injuries, or to be 
diſturbed at Reproaches ; but he ſays, 
To bear them quietly. and eaſily, be- 
comes him <who has and owns a great 
Mind : For truly to meditate hom to 
bite again, which is to retaliate an Inju- 
„I judge more proper for Beaſts than 
or oli It is a Saying of the Fa- 
mous Lord Verulam, Certainly in 
taking Revenge, a Man is but Even 
with his Enemy; but in paſſing it o- 
ver, he is Superior : For it is a Prince s 
Part to pardon. And a Greater than 
ne ſaith, He that is flow toWrath is 
of great Underſtanding ; but he that 
Is To of Spirit a Folly. A- 
gain, He that is flow: to Anger is 
better than the Mighty; and he that 
-uleth his Spirit, =o he that ruleth: 


. + 
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& to One + cath A: 

bkewife- an —_— Sactskaktion 
and Securſty. After which; he diſ- 
courſes of Motal Security, white de 
pends on ond's Pie; f Divine 8e. 


eutiry, which depends un 9 
your. and D 51 God R 


ps And laſt of * Wen 
war plied Security. N Do TY 3 No 
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© Bun 1 mal forbedl WANG: 6 
dieſe, lefh, as being a 8004 Mn 
(alcho' to be a good Siord-Man fittd 
a good Chriftian is hoi dsp 
tible) I mould be tho hr to act t 
much the Part of a Divine: And 
alſo abate my Reader's Curioſity, i in 
OR We enquiring 


© The Hof Selk Defence. 6h 
reading his Book, 


cnquigin for, a 


Which he. Wi find, Tat Dottor 
Fro is only Salt lith. 1770 
triffim Quartels Ss, and Men's tpi 


their 850 ati lofing nian Hume 
their tives it fich unacc 1 


1 ell as ment and pitifüff 
ces; but ddes ti the Yet po 
dethti 4 Mam dect, ing and undet⸗ 


fatidiri Fg 75 vue Art of the Sword 
ard making Uſe, of it ier neceſla 
Self Beta for His Life: And th 
is alt chile any 06d Ghriftian, Gf Man 
of true Honour an jtiftty plead fot 
it, iti its juſt Deferice, I atm ſure it is 
ar that 1 thiefly. ever ihrefided b 
115 1 have wir wpor this Gentle 
any and iUfetul Si 90 0 for I. ne- 
rel ntefided, tha fi explaining of 
it dul prove 11 he teaft an 
coufagernent fo e vr 
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As the Author knows nothing of 
my giving this Advertiſement anent 
his Book, ſo I doubt not, but if it 
come to his Hands he will approve 
of it; ſeeing he certainly writ it for 
the Benefit of the Publick, and that 
this Recommendation may go to 
many Parts of theſe Kingdoms where 
his Book has not as yet reached, and 
ſo be a Means of its being better 
known : And truly tis a Pity that 
it is not already in the Hands of 
more, or that any Gentleman or 
Officer of the Army ſhould be with- 
gut one. I alſo own, that I cannat 
do the worthy Author enof of Ju- 
ſtice in this Recommendation, al- 
tho I have aimed to do what! judg- 
ed incumbent upon me, both as a 
Writer upon, and Encourager of the 
Art of the Sword; an Approyer Fa 
27 the 
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the Author's Principles of True Ho- 
nour, which are agreeable to both 
Reaſon and Religion; and. for the 
further preventing of mean and tri- 
fling Quarrels, which commonly 
end in Duels, not to be approved 
or vindicate by any of ordinary 
Judgment, far leſs by any Man of 
true Generoſity, Virtue and Ho- 
nour. 5 


Ix PDR ED, if what he recommends 
O earneſtly to Generals, and to o- 
ther commanding Officers of the 
Army, were ſtrictly obſerved, it 
would go a great Way, to prevent 
the * of Challenges, and con- 
ſequently of Fighting Duels in the 


Army ; which is, That as this ſinfull 


Cuſtom of Duelling would ſoon be 
diſcredited, if once laid aſide by 
Military Men; ſo in his Judgment, 

Lf 1 Duelling 


rr pry meg ny To orga a ee wo = 


255 Were torhidgden, as 


of 15 neceſſary Order and Niſdipline 


law gur the Cuſtom of Dueling, 
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Eat Srdens 
reduced ſooner in an 
than any where elſe, if chere were 


ſevere Lays 9 1 4 ages 


o them; 1 Curt. Martial 
would . execute als Laws, without 

oh Complaint of che Perſon injured = 

or proyoked ; if agcepting Challen- 


Well as giving 
them, and if none were Nighted chat 


refuſed them, but rather applauded 
and honoured, as Wthont Doubt he 
deſeryes to be; and at ſuch as up- 
braided it, were reprimanded and 
cenſured 2s ſeditious, and Diſturbers 


of the Army: This, S le, I am 
confident. would, an Procek of Tipe, 


"Ew 
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the Service of him, eſpecially if an 
Officer, vꝭ chances to be el either 
killed or wounded ; and it ma) = 
be bf 4 ill Conſequence, W. 

of Battle is e N 
3 diſabled, 2 27 age Way, 
who: in , auch a Juncture would Be 
more proper for the maintaining of 
ſome contiderable Poſt; or Commanꝗ 
of Importance than another; fuc 
Chances have often been, and ſtil 
may he the Occaſion of the Loſs of 
a Battle; _ once the Officers of 
che Arm ve d Exam * 
ocher by rend ſoon fol . Fa 
ir, and Dwelling 4 inſtead of bei irn 
frequent as it bas been in this 7 
would become alrogerher-unfaſhion 
able, and if I may uſe the Ex it 
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e ui ee nd eee 
Ax truly 1 cannot ſay, but by 
the Articles of War of our Confede- 
rates the Dutch, and of Her late 
Majeſty Queen e Anne, they are much 
encouraged to do it: For by the 
Dutch late Military Law, Article 
XXXIV. Va Soldier give his Fellow 
a Box on the Ear, he is to receive the 
like from him on the Head of the Re- 
giment; or, if an from of any o- 
ther Kind be given, he who offers it, 
is ordained m a publick Manner to 
repair. the other's Honour. Article 
XLIV. Nor can theſe Puni ſpments 
be remitted, even tho the in j ured 
Party ſbould expreſiy crave it. Ar- 
ticle XXXIV. ien 


Bur. the Britiſh Articles are yet 
ſomewhat ſeverer on this Head; For, 
according to them, Whoſoever in 
| Preſence 
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Preſence of the Commander in Chief, 
draws his Sword, with a Purpoſe to- 
dy Miſchief, or in Anger draws it 
whilſt his Colours are Flying, either 
in Battle or upon the An. unleſs 
it be againſt the Enemy, 1s to be pu- 
niſhed with Death. Article XII. and 
XXI. And as to Afﬀronts, «All re- 
proachſul or provoking Speeches, or 
Acis of one Soldier to another, are de- 
clared puniſhable by Impriſonment, 
and asking Pardon of the Perſon of- 
ended ; as alſo, ſuch further Puniſh- 
ment as a Court-Martial ſhall think 
fit. Article XXX VIII. 

Tris Method of publick Repa- 
ration of Affronts or Injuries done 
by one Soldier to another, has been 
undoubtedly choſen by modern 
Princes, to remove the common 
Excuſe for Dwelling, via. That ſuch 
Affronts are irrepairable any other 

OI Way, 


——— 
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Way, an by 1 2 er 'A- 
eng imſtlf, and Challe 

hon "Me A barbaraus C uſtopifaſe 
Ar. Bryce, in his Military Infoitu- 
tions, Pag. 273, herein tis hand 40 
define, whether the Wickedne(s or 
Folly be greater; yet ever in gur 
Hays ir ſtill maintains its Way, in 
Spire of al} the Methods either G 


Or 


Man has uſed to make Soldiers 
better or wiſer. For as to che Mar- 
tial Laws about Dueiling, the States 
of Holland, in their late InftruQtions, 
Article 38, have declared, That 
cohoſoe wer, without the GeneraPs 
Leave, 25 i! fend a Challenge to ano- 
ther, ti they do not attually Fight, 
ſhall ſuffer a: 7A dr it c. 1 | h Pu- 
nihment is alſo by the aid dnſtruc- 
tions, Art. 43, extended to the | 
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Quartel, and yet ſuffers them to go 


out to Füglit. 
AND by her late Majeſty Queen 


ANNEs Articles (tor taking off all 
ſuch Excuſes) tis ordained, That if 
any inferior Officer be wronged by 
his Officer, he ſhall complain to his 
Colonel, who is to redreistheſame; 
or, if he do not, the Party aggriev- 
ed is to apply to the General Offi- 
cer for Reparation, Art. 61; and 
by another Article 38, all Officers 
and Soldiers are prohibited to ſend a 
Challenge to any other to fight a 
Duet, or to upbraid one another 
lor celuſing a Challenge: And her 
Maſeſty doch chere acquit and diſ- 
charge all Men chat have Quar- 
tels Offered, or Challenges made 
to chem, of all De or Opi- 


nian of: Diſadvantage, or Deelini ing 
tem ſince they but do the Du- 


ty 
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by of Soldiers, who ought to ſubject 
themſelves ro Diſcipline; and they 
who provoke them, are ordained to 
be proceeded againſt as Breakers of 
Diſcipline, and Enemies to her 
Majeſty's Service: And it is there 
further declared, That if any Corpo- 
ral, or other Officer commanding a 
Guard, ſhall willingly or knowingly 
ſuffer either Soldiers or Officers to 
$0 forth ro Duel, ſhall be puniſhed 
or it by Death. 11% We er 


FURTHER yet, If Two or more, 
oing into the Field to fight a Duel, 
mall draw their Swords or other 
Weapons, and fight, tho' neither 
ol them fall upon the Spot, nor die 
afterwards of any Wound there re- 
ceived, they are, by the foreſaid 
Article, to die for it: And Lafth, 
in all Caſes of Duels, the Seconds and 
Carrier, 
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Carriers of the Challenges, are, by the 
{ame eArticle, appointed to be ta- 
ken as Principals, and puniſhed ac- 
cordingly. So far Mr. Bruce. 


V. eA Propoſal for Erecting a Court 
of Honour in Great-Britain, with 
an eAccount of what Progreſs. was 
made in it in Scotland, before the 
Union of the Tuo Kjngdoms, An- 
no 1707. ; 


I do own, That what is here pro- 
poſed by our Author, would do 
much to the Preventing of Duels in 
che Army, and even perhaps cho- 
ov the Nation; Example going a 
grear Way, eſpecially when given 
by Perſons who are generally look d 
upon as Men of the greateſt Honour, 
and who are, as I ſaid, ſo much en- 
couraged to it, by the above cited 
— ot 3 


— 


o G * 
nn ono e mn a wowy ey rr 1%; ny gown re tr rm one ny oY er her mh eee tt. 


758 AVinditativ1 of ti 
Articles of Way, yet {eeingrhefe Ar 
ticles haye nor had, as yer,” this wi- 
ſhed for Iriffuerice ant Effect: There. 
fore, for # rhotow Reare(s, tHefe i; 
nothing under Heayen would, in my 


Opitnon, ſo effettually. Jifcdttray' 


and ſuppreſs them, as 4 Con of 


Honour, to put ſuch Laws in exact 
Execution, as the Parffardefit, and His 
Majefty, ſhotid jadge hereafter to 
be moſt proper and expedient for 
that End. 1 


Now, as this Book bf the Hoc. 


tors 1 am Recommending, Was wtit 
Three Yeats ago, arid About the Tim 
che laſt Britiſh Parliarment Hud un- 
der their Confideration, the ingkine 
an Act tot thi more effedtttal dit. 


couraging and fupprefling of Hie, 


in which, howevet, there vas fo 
thing material done, that I E Of 
and 


Suid us a is o. 
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ane hich cis Book vis defſgned tb 
-ffbrce; by ſtrong and unattwerable 
Arginniencs, Had that Act pales; (6 
mot brit wilh, fuch an ufeful Act 
night be again propofed and fg 
ported, by erecting. 4 Coati 4 705 
aon, Which might go under rhe 
3 "The Cottrr of Fönen, fo 
Grd Brittin, or any other Defioha: 
tion that Would be judged mot 


A febing chere was cf « De: 
188 Rt on Fdct in Srotlimd à few 
Tears Heer the Newblurion, Which 


eas brotight a tohfiderable Length, 
| 


7 . 


2 


doubt not but it WII be very ac 
gceptable to any curious Reader, who 
{- bas 4 > Taſte in fich Matters, 
„dat 1 Rete giçe a ſoft Account of 
I ank the Grovrids upon which tlie 
Wblemtett and Gentletren went, 


who 
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who made the Popoſal; together 
with a Copy of the deſigned. Act, 
which may ſerve as an Honourabli 
Example, if it ſhall pleaſe the Xing 
and Parliament to ſet their Thought: 
that Way, and which I can the bet- 
ter do, having the Honour to be the 
firſt Contriver, and one of the chief 
Promoters of it, until it was laid be- 
fore the Parliament 1696, in King 
William's Time, and the Propoſal 
afrerwards renewed in Her Majeſty 
Queen eAnnéè's Reign, in the Union 
Parliament 1707, ro which his Grace 
the late Duke of Qutensberry was 
Commiſſioner. The Account ot 
which 1s as follows. 


In the Year 1692, ſeveral. Noble- 
men and Gentlemen, whereof I was 
one, entred by Contract into a So- 
ciety, for the greater Encouragement 


of 


1 
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of the Art of the Sword, wherein, 
befides» the Regulations, laid down 
by us for our more ordinary Meet- 
ings, wherein we were to take Trial 
of, and admit into the Society, ſuch 
Honourable Perſons as ſhould apply 
o us to be admitted into it: We 
nad alſo our more ſolemn, Anni wer- 
/ary or yearly. Mectings appointed, 
upon which Days we were to wear a 
certain Badge, which, ere 
Devices, carried the Deſignation Q 
he Perſon to whom it belonged, as 
well as that of the Society,; Which we 
named, The Hociety 77 Sword | Afeu 
in Scotland. But this: Society being 
only erected by . our ſelyes, A Pris 
vate Perſons, we were of Opinion; 
That it would be of far greater Es 
or which we chiefly deſigned it (and 
which 1 ſhall immediately give an 

0A F Account 
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Account of) if we could procure the 
Civil Sanction to it, and have it e- 
rected into a Royal Society of Sword 
Men, and Court of Honour For 
which End, abour Four Years there- 
after, we made Application to ame: 
3 Eſquire, then Secretary of 

tate, who aſſured us, That he would 
uſe his Endeayours with King Willi 
am (of glorious Memory) to grant 
us a Signature under the Great-Sea! 
for it: Bur the Parliament being a- 
bout that Time to meet, which was 
in the Year 1696, to which the Earl 
of Tullibardine (now Duke of Athol) 
was his Majeſty's Commiſſioner, we 
judged, Thar it would be ſtill more 
Honourable for our Society, and 
give it om Weight and Force, it 
we could procure an Act of Parlia- 
ment for it, in our Fayours. 


Accor- 
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ACCORDINGLY, upon the 16h 
of September, in the ſame Year, there 
was a Draught of an Act offered by 
one of our Soctety, who was then a 
Member of Parliament; which, after 
the firſt Reading, was remitted to 
the Committee for controverted Elec- 
tions, and upon the 28th of the ſame 
Month, approved of by them: Bur 
the Parliament being ſhortly there- 
atter adjourned, it was not reported 
that Seſſion; and ſo from that Time, 
it lay over until the laſt Seſſion of 
the late Duke of Queensberry's Par- 
liament, 1707, when at one of our 
Meetings it was propoſed, That the 
Deſign ſhould be again inſiſted upon, 
and another Act, with ſome few 
Amendments offered, which was 
agreed to by the Society, and accor- 
dingly, there was a new Act drawn, 

| . 
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whereof, for the Reader's greater 
Satisfaction, and that he may the 
better underſtand our moſt Gentle. 
many and Generous, as well as 
Chriſtian Deſign in ir, the Tenor 
follows 2 ISL 0 (749; 


COP Y cot an Act, Anno 1707, 
for Erecting a ROYAL SOCIETY 

Or SWORD MEN in SCOT- 

LAND, inveſted with the POW. 
ers of a COURT O HONOUR. 


OR SOVEREIOCN LADY, 
— with the Advice and Conſent of the 
Eſtates of Parliament, CO NSFDE- 
RINTC that the Science and Axt of 
Defence, is reputed over all Eutope, 
an uſeful and neceſſary Recompliſh- 
ment for Centlemen; AND SEE- 
INC it # of late improve by cer 
tain of Her Majeſtys good Swhjaths, 


Within 
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wit hin this Her ancient Kingdom of 
Scotland, to that Height of Fer/ectt- 
on, 145. that the Rules and Principles, 
thereof, which were formerly looked 
p as precarious and uncertain 
ARE NOV rendered clear ant 
evident, even to a Demonſtration ; 
And alſo CONSIDERING, 
T hat the right Teaching and Impro- 
ving the ſaid Art of the Sword, 
DOTH wery much tend to the Edu- 
cation of Touth in general, and eſpeci- 
_ ally for the Accompliſhment of ſuch 
4s ſhall be employed to ſerve in Her 
e, Army; AND, That 
many Perſons hade and do take upon 
hem to teach the ſaid Art, who are 
:mqualified, and in a Manner 1g- 
norant, or at leaſt cannot teach it ſa 
exattly as , required, to render a 
Mam perfectly Dexterous; which. 
may. be prevented, if there were a So- 
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3s A Vindication of the 
ciety of skilful and experienced Sword 


Men erected and conſtitute, for ta- 


king Trial of all wy av ſhall 


take upon them to teach the ſaid Art: 
AND BEING informed of the 


Qualifications of Her- «Majeſty's 
LOW OG 


c Si. 
who all or my of them have, by a 


ſedulous Appliration and long Prac- 


tice, attained to a more than ordina- 
7] Knowledge of, and Dexterity in 
the Art of the Sword; and being re- 


ſolved, to give-all due Encouragement 
for Promoting thereof * THERE. 
_ FORE, Her Majeſty, with Ad- 


vice and Conſent of the Eſtates of 
Parliament, DOES HEREBT 
Create, Erect and Incorporate the 


| ; forenamed P erſons, and ſuch Perſons, 


as ſhall by them, or any Quorum of 
*X f „ them, 


Here the Names of the Nobility and Gentry who wereig 
the Society, were to be inſerted. 
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them, be hereafter admitted and re- 
ceived in Manner underwritten, into 
a free Society, to be called now and 
in all Time coming, THE ROYAL 
SOCIETY ox SWORD-MEN 
in Scotland, with Power to them, 
or any Quorum of them, to make, 
create and elect a Clerk, and all other 
neceſſary Members of Court ; and with 
full Power to the ſaid Society, or any 
Five of them, with their Clerk, which 
15 hereby declared to be their Quorum, 
4% have a Tearly General- Meeting 
within the 3 of Edinburgh, up- 
on the Second Tueſday 1 each Janu- 
ary, beginning their Firſt General- 
| Meeting upon the Second Tueſday of 
January next to come, Qne thouſand 
ſeven hundred and eight, and ſo forth 
Tearly thereafter, the ſaid Tame and 
Place, for ever; and with Pawer to 
them, to carry at their ſaid General: 

Fa Meet 
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ſhall thin fit, the Badge following, 
which is hereby granted 70 t hw: 4. A 
Society, viz. A Piece of Cold or Sil. 
ver Plate enammelled, or Embroi der 

0 


f Cold or Silver upon Cloath or Sil 


Star, having a Circle within it; and 
al Cloud: on each Side of the Circle; 
out of which Clouds there ſhall pro- 
cc from the Dexter, an Arm hol- 
ding a Sword pointing upwards; and 


from the Siniſter, another Arm hol- 


ding a Fleuret, likewiſe pointing up- 
wards; =ohich Croſſing the Sword u. 
leut the-Midale, ſbal Form a Saint 
Andrew's Croſs ; above which, there 


a ſhall le a Scroll with this Inſtription, 


REC EAT ET PROPUGNAT; 


and po an Oblong Square tly be..- 


| nedththeOuterVergeof tht Circle there | 


2 
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ſhall be another Inſcription in larger 

Characters, thus, GLA DIATO- 
RUM SCOTICO RUM SO- 
CIETATIS REGALIS SYM- 
BOLUM. As alſo, With full 
Power to them, or Quorum of them 
ſoreſaid, at their General Meeting, 
o elect a Preſes, Treaſurer, Officers, 
and what other Members they ſhall 
think neceſſary, for the right Govern-_ 
ment of the ſaid Society; which 
Members aye hereby declared to con- 
tinue 2 an Tear only, unleſs again 
elected at their next General Meeting, 


and ordains Annual Elections to be 


a 
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go indication of the 
betwixt their ſaids General Meet- 
ings, as they ſhall ſee Cauſe. And 
in Caſe of the Abſence of their Pre- 
ſes or Clerk, with Power to them, or 
any Three of them, jo elect them for 
that Time allenarly ; which Preſes, 
Clerk, and any Two of the Members 
of the Soctety, are hereby declared 4 
Quorum in theſe ordinary Meetings; 
and with Power to the foreuamed 
Perſons, or reſpective Quoprunss of 
them above-mentioned, either at the 


faids general or particular for [i 


ro receive and admit into their ſaid 
Society, ſuch Perſons, as, after Trial, 
they ſhall find qualified ; who, when 
admitted, are hereby declared to have 
and enjoy the ſame Privileges with 
the above-named Members ;.and alſo 
trieh Power to them at their ſaids | 
Meetings, to Project, Reaſon, Conclude 
pon, and Enact ſuch Methods and Re. 

gulations, 
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ulations, always conſiſting with our 
Tas and 445 of / por Nena as 
they ſhall find convenient for promo- 
ting the Art of the Sword, and ſup- 
YR porting of the ſaid Society. And par- 
W :icularly, with full Power to them, 
to Prevent if poſſible, Cognoſce up- 
on, and Determine all Differences 
betwixt Parties, upon giving Satiſ- 
faction, and other Points of Honour, 
whom they are hereby impowered 
to call before them, for the more ef- 
fectual preventing of Duels. AND 
IN REGARD, ſeveral Perſons 
within this Kingdom do, or may here- 
= uſurp to. Bach the ſaid Art of 
the Sword, . albeit not duly Qualified, 
ro the great Prejudice of our Subjects; 
THEREFOR E, Her Majeſty, 
vith Conſent ſoreſaid, grants full 
Power to the ſaid Socie any 


or 
7 
Quorum of them, to call * * 


v. 4 1 1 I 


-— — 
- 
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9 1 Nullication of ube 
1 ail Profeſſors ur Teachers of the ſai! 
Art be Sword — — 2 
Kingdom, and to Examine them, and 
take Trial of their Qualifications, and 
to admit or reject them as. they ſhall 
ſee Cauſe; and if admitted, they [hai 
be thereafter repute as qualified Ma. 
fers of that Art, and be licenſed 10 
Teach in ſuch Places of the ſaid: Ning 
dom æuhere the ſaid Society ſhall 
think fit And alſo with Power to 
the ſaid Society, or any Quorum of 
them foreſaid, to cauſe. ſeiſe upon, 
and impriſon any Perſons what ſome. 
ver, profeſſing or teaching the ſuid 
Art within this ſaid. Kingdom; 'who 
ſhall refuſe to ſubject themſelves to 
the foreſuid Trial: As alſo, any other 
Perſons, who ſhall be fund quarrel- 
ling, or fhall, for Satisfattvon upon 
my Afﬀront given or rectived, or De- 
termination in any Point of Flonour, 
decline 


2 
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dectine their Authority. And hereby 
grants Warrant to the Fudge Ordina- 
ry, to awhom ſuch Perjons ſhall be de- 
[rvered Priſoners, tu ſecure them in 
their Priſons, ay and while they find 
[uffictent Caution, that they ſhall ſul 
ject themſelves to the Trial of the 
ſaid Society, and to their Determi- 
nation in all Points of Satigſactian 
and Honour, within ſuch a Jime as 
the ſaid Society ſpall think fit. Aud 
olſo, that they ſhall not - profeſs. nar 
teach the fad Art in all Time bert. 
after within. the ſaid Kingdom, with. 
out ti ſpetial Licenſe of the ſaid" So- 
ciety, under the P enalty o/ | the 14008 
of io Ve hole: paw te bo Real 
Money, to ſe paid by ilk one of the 
Contraveeners, to the ſaid Society, 
toties quoties. AND MOR E- 
OV Eti Her — - ith; Con- 
ſent ſoreſaid, Gives and Diſpones fo 

1 | the 
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94 indication of the 
the 1 aid Society, all and ſundry 
Rights, Liberties, Privileges, Free- 
doms and Immunities, which are 
known, or competent to belong to that, 
or any other ſuch like Societies with- 
in the (aid Kingdom, as fully and 
freely as if theſe Privileges were 
ſpecially inſert thereintil ; and that 
the ſaid Society have a common Seal 
to be appended by their Clerk, to all 
Admiſſions, Warrants, Licenſes, and 
other Writs, to be granted by them, 
concerning their [aid Socicty, bear- 
ing the Impreſſion of the forementi- 
oned Badge ; and grants Warrant to 
the Lyon King art Arms, and his 
Clerk and Deputes, and all others 
concerned, to Allow and Matricu- 
late the ſamen. ISL 


See the FRONTIS-PIECE. | 


Tunis 
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Tx1s Draught, together wich the 
former Act, which had been ap- 
proved of in the Committee tor 
Controverted Elections, Anno 1696, 
was delivered by Order of the Soci- 
ery to Sir William Seaton of Pitmed- 
den, One of its Number, and alſo 
2 Member of Parliament, who was 
not only to preſent it, but alſo ro 

ive a ſhort Narrative of the Progreſs 
Fad been made in it ; eſpecially by 
the Approbation of the Commirree, 
to which it had been remitted in the 
betore-mentioned Seſſion of Parlia- 
ment; and it was again remitted by 
the Parliament to the Committee for 
Controverted Elections, where the 
Earl of Leven, then Conſtable and 
Governour of the Caſtle of Edin- 
"urgh preſided, and it was appro- 
ved of by them for a ſecond Time. 
| Bur 


rr RC RT OT Hr ag ron yp ne oy engineer er ey er gore roman 1 > #7 & n 


os ÞAVindication of the 
But that Parliament to which, as 
faid, the late Duke of  Queensberry 
was Her Majeſty's Commiſſioner, be 
ing taken up with Affairs of the 
greateſt Conſequence, particularly, 
that of the Union of the Two King- 
doms, was the Reafon of this De- 
fign, being only propoſed, and ap- 
proved of by the Committee, | £0- 
wards the End of its Seſſion; fo that 
there being at that Time, and as it 
is always uſual towards the Rifing of 
a Parliament a Kind of Hurry in 
Buſineſs; the ACT could not be 
conveniently. brought in, nor mo- 
ved, altho' the Gentleman to whom 
it was recommended, did what he 
could in Diſcretion for it. 
eee eee eee 

Sud a Gentlemany Society, and 
Court of Honour as this, would infal- 
libly anſwer the Deſign, by diſcoun- 


renancing 
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:enancing, and thereby putting an 
entire Stop to the pernicious anc 
unchriſtian Practice of giving and 
receiving Challenges, and Fighting 
Duels: And there being ſo many 
Men of Honour preſent Members of 
Parliament, and ſome of them my 
Countrymen, who were Members o 
the above-mentioned Royal Society 
of Sword-Men, in which J had the 
Honour to preſide for ſeveral Years; 
look upon it as my Duty, as a good 
Patriot, to recommend to them, and 
all the Honourable Members of che 
preſent Parliament, that they would 
unanimouſly join in ſuch a Benefici- 
al and Chriſtian Propoſal, both as 
to the paſſing of a ſevere Act againſt 
giving or {ending Challenges, and 
fighting ſingle Duels. And alſo, for 
cdablihing ſuch a Gentlemany So- 
ciety, inyeſted with the Powers of a 
FO CO DIE = eu ors GY 
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Court of | Honour, ſo much wiſhed 


for by all good Men, and which 


would, for the Future, certainly pre- 
vent, and put a final Stop to all 
Duelling : At leaſt, if they ſhall 
pleaſe ro overlook the Society) of 
Sword-Men as of lefs Moment, 
(which however would be of great 
« Uſe, for the regulating of- thoſe 
« who profeſs the Teaching of the 
« ART, that they may be publick- 


«ly admitted and approved of 1 


« the Soctety, as knowing and ſuffi- 
« cient Maſters ; that fo our young 
« Gentry be not, for the Future, im- 
% poſed 1 25 by ignorant Teachers; 


«of which, to my certain Know- 


« ledge, there are but too many in 


« theſe Iſlands.) 1 fay, if they 


ſhall pleaſe to overlook the Society, 
that ar leaſt they would think it 
worth their while to make ſuch a ſe- 

yere 


vere Law againſt Dnels, or ſtrerigth« 


en any ſuch as are already made, 


* . . * * . * * 9 þ * N 7 \ l - \ | N 
N * 4 
* * 8 9 6.2; 1 1 F . 


and alfo erect the Court of Honour 


propoſed. 


Ir this take Effect, I muſt on, 


that I have one of my main Deſigns 
{arisfied, in publiſhing this Vindica- 
tion of Self-Defence, and Recom- 
mendation of the aboye-mentioned 


Book; but if it ſhould” fail, I ſhall 


reſt ſatisfied, as having done my En- 
deavours as a private Gentleman, 
to encourage in my Writings, (*which 
am perſwaded, wilt be much 
more valued when I am gone, and 
mouldering in the Grave, than they 
arg now; however acceptable they 
* may have been hitherto to rhe 
more Curious; ) not only fo 


— 


good and Chriſtian a Deſign; but al- 


ſo, ſo Gentlemany and uſeful an 
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100 A Vindication of the +. 
Art as that of the Sword, for the 
neceſſary Seli-Detence of all Men, 
particularly, ſuch who are entitled 
to wear a Sword; for as the wiſe 
Man faith, There is a Time for eve- 
ry Thing under the Sun. And this 
honourable and moſt uſeful Propo- 
{al muſt alſo, as other Things, ſtand 
its Fate. Allow me, therefore, to 
ſay, as Valerius the Conſul once faid 
to the Roman Equites, but with a 
little Alteration more to my Purpoſe, 
Agite, Senatores illuſtriſſimi, praſta- 
te Virtute in Vita Conſervationem, 
ut Honore atque Ordine præſtatis. 


The Britiſh Powers who ſhall: encou- 
rage this, 5 
Need 75 5 doubt of future endlej; 
"Bleſs: "IVE "ON 
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Void E Offence Conſcences they muſt 
"have 

ho fuch Laws do enatt, Mens 
Lives to ſave; 40 

Project] no leſs Chriſtian than 


brave. 


» So. recommending the Peruſal of 
this uſetul Book to every one, in 
what Station ſoever; whether in 
Town, or in Country; at Home, or 
in the Army; I thall conclude with 
a Canon made by the Council of 
Trent, againſt Duels, ꝗth Decem- 
ber, 1563, Seſſ. 25. under Pius IV. 
as it is cited by our Author, in Page 
342, of the Second Part of bus 
Boa t NN | 


DETEST ABILIS.  Duello: 
rum uſus. fabricante Diabolo intro- 
ductuu, ut Cruenta Corporum morte, 

ph 9 3 1 75 anima- 
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i animarum etiam perniciem lucretur, 
ex Chriſtiano orbe penitus extermine- 
tur: Imperator, Reges, Ducts, Prin. 
cipes, Marchiones, Comites, & quo 
cunque alio nomine Domini Tempo 
rales, qui Locum ad Monamachian: 
in terris ſuis inter Chriſtianos Con- 
ceſſerint; eo ipſo ſint Excommunicati, 
| ac furiſdittione && dominio Ciwita- 
tu, Caſtri, aut Loci, in quo, vel 

apud quem, Duellum fieri permiſe- 

rint, quod ab Eccleſia obtinent, pri- 

dali intelligantur: Et fs feudalia 

ſunt, directis Dominus ſtatim acqui- 
rantur. Qui verò pug nam commi- 
ſerint, & qui corum patroni vocan 

tur, Excommunicationis, ac omnium 
bonorum ſuorum proſcriptionis, ac 
perpetus infamiæ, penam incurrant, 

& ut Homicide, ſuxta ſacras Cano- 

nuss puniri debeant; & fs in ipſo Con- 
flo deceſſerint, perpetuo careant 
ET. 0 Eccle- 
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Eccleſiaſtic Sepultura: Illi etiam, 
qui Conſilium in Cauſa Duellii tam 
in jure quam facto dederint, aut alia 
quacunque ratione, ad id que mquam 
[l naſerint, nec non Spettatores, Excom- 
nunicationis ac perpetus maledicty- 
onit vinculo teneantur : Non ob ſtan- 
% quocunque Privilegio, ſeu prauu 
Conſuetudins etiam immemorabili. 
Der ret. de Reformatione. Cap. 19. 


Taye Meaning of which, not to 
trouble the Reader with a verbal 
Tranſlation, is, That Duels are a 
deteſtable Cuſtom,” introduced by 
the Devil; for the Deſtruction of 
Soul and Body: It inhibites them 
throughout the Chriſtian World, as 


moſt-unbecoming Chriſtians : It e- 
communicares choſe who fight Duels, - 


and all their Aſſociates, and orders 
their Goods to be confiſcate : It for- 
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bids Chriſtian: Burial to them who 
are killed, and excommunicates all 
Adviſers, Supporters, Witneſſes and 
others, anywile concerned. But as 


one well obſerves, If all their De- 


crees had been as- reaſonable, no 


wiſe or good. Man would have refu- 
ſed his Subſcription: But they. drove 
other Matters too great. a Length ; 
for which they are not to be com- 
mended. SR 


A HAvixc, I chink, ſufficiently 
vindicate the Neceſſity of Self-De- 


Fence, and alſo explained Doctor 


Cockburn's Sentiments anent Self- 
Deſence and Duelling, whereby Cen- 
tlemen may be undeceived, who 
might Fancy, That he was Defen- 
ding or Recommending to them 
any Thing Ungentlemany or Diſ- 
honaurable; and having alſo * 
ATE | . re 
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red a Gentlemany and moſt uſeful 
Propoſal, to the Honourable Mem- 
bers of Parliament, for Erecting a 
Britiſh Court of Honour; to which, 
may the GREAT GOD OF 
PEACE AND CONCORD ſo 
influence them, as that it may ſuc- 
ceed, and have the long wiſhed tor 
Effect. I ſhall now proceed to the 
Memorial for & Ul iew menti- 


oned in the Title Page. 
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Cum Bellum fuſceperis, utrum aper. 
ta pugna, an inſidiis vincas, ni- 

ay bil a uſtitiam intereſt. 

1 Aug. Cauſ. 23. Queſt. 2. 


HE Preceeding Sheet, 


£48 being A indication of 
| be Defence, and con- 
ui ſequently of the eArt 
| Ent of Defence, I believe 
itt will not be thought much out of 
the Way, if I add to them a few 1 


general 
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general and uſeful Directions, rela- 
ting to the Art of the Sword, partly 
taken out of my New Method of 
Fencing, for my ovn Eaſe, and 
partly alſo new; which will certain- 

| ly be of Uſe to ſuch who already 
underſtand it: As for thoſe who are 
e ignorant, they may either 
apply to a Maſter, or conſult my 
above mentioned Book, which is as 
plain and eaſy as Words can make 
it HED 


THERE is then Four Oualifica- 
ons indiſpenſibly required in every 
Man who deſires to become à true 
e _ A wigorous 
Strength. 2dly, Agility of Body: 
zy 2 9 4972 Sm 
And, qthly, fudgment. I do not 
mention Courage, becauſe that is a 
Qualification without which a Man 
8 can 
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108 A fhort Memorial 
can never pretend to be a true Sword- 
Man. He may be indeed a great 
Artiſt, and may alſo be a great 
Coward, and ſo can be no truc 
Sword Man, becauſe he wants its 
chief Concomitant, Courage. For if 
I may be allowed the Compariſon, 
Cowards amongſt Sword-MMen, are 
like Eunuchs amongſt Men; theſe 
are imperfect Men, and thoſe im. 
perfect Sword-Men, being Artiſts 
without the chief Characteriſtick of 
true Art. And that I may ſet this 
in its true Light, I muſt here make 
a Dictinction with Terms, which al- 
tho New, and ſomewhat Nice, yet 
being my own Invention, will hold, 
and c of great Uſe hereafter, to di- 
ftingutſh betwixt couragious Sword: 
Men, and timorous and cowardly 
 Sword-eMen': And my Terms are 

* e eee ee 
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theſe, Sword-Man, Truly a Sword-- 
Man, and a True Sword- Man. 


Imo, EVER Gentleman is ſimp- 
iy aSword-Man, whether he hath any 
Art or not, altho' alſo a Coward ; 
becauſe, his being a Gentleman 
by Birth entitles him to wear a 
Sword, upon which Account he is 
juſtly termed in general a Sword- 
Man, without either the diſtinguiſh _ 
ing Terms of, Truly, or True, pre- 
fed to it. en 


2do, A Man may be truly a Sword- 

Man, whether he be a Gentleman 

or not, becauſe he naturally Fights 

Truly and Couragiouſiy without any 
Art; ſo that altho be be a com- 
mon Fellow, yet ſince he fights tru- 
ly and handles his Weapon or Sword 
boldly and couragiouſly, altho' he 
kits | cannot 
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110 4 Short Membridt © 
cannot as a Gentleman claim the 


ſemple Title of Sword-Man, yet he 


may of, ray 4 Sword-Man, tor 
nr 


Ztio, A Perſon who has not onl 
Art, but True Courage join'd wit 
it, whether he be a Gentleman or 


not, may, if Gentle, be called not 


indeed only and ſimply a Sword- 
Man, but a True Sword-Man, be- 
cauſe, he is both Maſter of the Art, 
and makes Uſe of it with Courage 


So that any Gentleman vithout Cou- 


rage is {imply a Sword-Man ; it he 
have Courage with it, he is truly a 
Sword-Man, altho' he have no Art; 
and if he has Art conjoin'd, he is 4 
_ True Sword. Mang. 


| AG AIN, a common Fellow, al- 
tho' he cannot pretend, as a Gentle- 
4285 man, 
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man, to the Gentle and ſimple Term, 
Sword. Man, yet if he have Courage; 
he may to the Second, that is, Truly 
„ Sword-Man ; and if he have A 
conjoin'd to it, then he is a True 
Sword-Man ; by which Diftinguiſh- 
ing Terms 1 may obſerve, That 
2 Man may be fimpiy a Sword- Man, 
and neither truly a Sword-Man, nor 
2 true Sword-e Man ; becauſe he is 
2 Gentleman, and fo acquires ir 
by Birth, -altho' perhaps he has nei- 
ther Art nor Courage; and ano- 
ther may be 1ruly a Sword-Man and 
have no Art, becauſe he acquires 
that Title by his Courage. And laſt 
of all, a Fellow may bea True Sword- 
Man as well as any Gentleman, be- 
cauſe he poffeſſes both Art and 
Courage as well as the Gentleman, 
altho* he cannot claim the Gentle 
Epithet of Sd. Man ſimply, that 

* only 
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only belonging to true Gentlemen, 
oo not to any other Perſon whatſo- 
ever, who cannot juſtly claim that 
Dignity by Birth. 


IT were to be wiſhed, that this 
Diſtinction of Sword-Men which | 
have fallen upon, were exactly ob- 
ſerved hereafter amongſt all Perſons, 
particularly thoſe = are Tru 
Sword-Men, which would prevent 
many Miſtakes, in giving Perſons 
their true Characters with Relation 
to the Sword. And altho, for my 
own. Part, I ſhall always, out of Ci. 
vility, as I believe all well bred Per: 
ſons will, call all truly Artiſts, True 
Sword-Men ; becauſe, I will never 
doubt of any Man's Courage, until 
1 have a very good Ground for it 
Yer ſtrictly ſpeaking, and to do Ju: 
ſtice to every one, the preceeding 
1.333232 


b 


#5, 


diſtinguiſhing Terms, of Sw‚id- Man 

T1 * and True g word- 
Man, ought to be exactly obſerved, 
tor the better preventing of Confu- 
ſion in Characterizing the different 
Kinds of Sword Mn. 


TRE very ſame Terms will agree 


ly, Truly an Artiſt, and a True 
Artiſt ; tor the Gentleman by Birth 
is not concerned here, as in the 
preceeding ſimple Term, Sword- 
aan. py 


but a Month or two at School, fo 
cannot be expected to know much 
of the Art, altho' if he have Cou- 
rage, he is truly an eArtiſ}, becauſe 
he makes truly Uſe of the little 
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is a Perſon who has been perhaps 
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4 Art he has. 2% A True eArti g 
zs he who is not only very skilfu] 
and Adroit, but who hath alſo Cou- 
| rage pr ir in Execution. And 
|| 3tw, Truly an Artiſt, is one who 
is much Maſter of Art, bur little of 
Courage, and has not a Heart to go 
thorow with it ſtoutly and boldly ; 

but is very timerous, and in a Man- 
ner heſitates or Erkes, as we ſay, in 
all his Performances. There are, I 
am afraid, too many of this Kind, 
who appear ſtout to the Eye, but 
are falſe at the Heart. Such da- 
ſtardly Artiſts have, by their Cow- 
ardice, done more Prejudice to true 
Fencing, than all their Fleuret Arts 
and School Play, or beſt, but timo- 
rous Theory could ever advance it; 
ſo tha: their Art is ſo far from being 
a good Qualification in them, or a 
Recommendation of this Science, 
— that. 
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that, upon the contrary, they are 
truly a Reproach and Scandal to it. 


VALOUR or Courage, being 
the Source and Foundation of Bra- 
very, and all Heroick Actions, that 
turally wants it; altho' I cannot bur 


aſſert, That if a Man haye the leaſt 
Degree of it, Art will rather increaſe 
and augment, than impair or dimi- 
niſh, it. And were I to make a 
Choice of the Two, I would prefer 
Courage to Art, becauſe, without it 
Art can do but very little; where- 
as, Courage has been. known to per- 
form ſurpriſing Actions without Art. 


Beſides, it is many Times obſeryed, 


tar the Bold and Couragious ars 
lucky and fortunate, according to 
the Proyerb, eAuaaces Fortuna juwat; 
but they do 1 conjoin d: So not 


- doubting, 
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he may, with the more Honour, hav: 


o 


„. 


doubting, but that my Reader is a 
True eArtiſt, and conſequently, 
according to my former Diſtinction, 
a True Sword-Man. I ſay, That, 


Firſt, A Vigorous Strength impow. 
ers a Man to reſiſt and grapple with 
his Adverſary, which were he himſelf 
ſlender and weak, would be the Oc- 
caſion of his being commanded, or 
thrown to the Ground, did he en- 
deavour to Encloſe: Which, by the 
Way, I would never adviſe a weak 
Perſon to attempt upon one much 
ſtronger than himſelf, but to keep him 
as much as he can, by his Art, at « 
little Diſtance, or at leaſt at hi 
Sword's Point; unleſs he attempt ti 
Encloſe, with a Deſign to be con 
manded and di Fonts himſelf, that 


an Opportunity to yield, and there) 
e „ ſave 


- a © 


N 
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ſome Officers now gone, who vo- 
luntarily allowed themſelves to be 
taken Priſoners at the Beginning of 
the Engagement, for their greater 
Safery during the Heat of it; but 
as this is not allowable, fo the other 
is, being only a privare Engage- 


ment. Whereas, upon the Contra- 


ry, 4, ſtrong. and vigorous Man, 
deal _ always endeavour to Encloſe 
"par a Weak, for the very contrary 


g 


Secondly, AGTLITT of Body 


aſſiſts a Man to Advance or Retire, 


and to perform all his other Artifi- 
cial Motions ee, and with 


Life and Quickneſs ; without which, 


they would appear dull and flow, 
and more like the Poſtures of a 


. H 3 Lifeleſs 
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{ave his Life : As I have heard of 
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doubting, but that my Reader is a 
True eArtiſt, and conſequently, 


| - . . 
| according to my former Diſtinction, 
2 True Sword- Man. 1 lay, Thar, 


| Firſt, A Vigorous Strength impov- 

| ers a Man to reſiſt and grapple with 

| his Adverſary, which were he himſelf 

| ſlender and weak, would be the Oc- 
2 caſion of his being commanded, or 
| thrown to the Ground, did he en- 

| deayour, to Encloſe: Which, by the 

| Way, I would never adwviſe' a weak 
| Perſon to attempt upon one mich 

ſtronger than himſelf, but to keep him 

| as much as he can, by his Art, at g 

| little Diſtance, or at leaſt at his 

Sword's Point; unleſs he attempt ti 
[| Encloſe, with a Deſign to be cum. 
manded and di elf bimjulf” that 

he may, with the more Honour, hav! 
| an Opportunity to yield, and thereh 


R „ 


{ave his Life. As I have heard of 
{ome Officers now gone, who vo- 
luntarily allowed themſelves to be 
taken Priſoners at the Beginning of 
the Engagement, for their greater 
Safery during the. Heat of it ; but 
as this is not allowable, fo the other 
is, being only a private Engage- 
ment. Whereas, upon the Contra- 
ry, , ſtrong, and vigorous Man, 
fould always endeavour to” Encloſe 
175 a. Weak, for the ven) contrary 
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of _ Secondly, AGILITT of Body 
aſſiſts a Man to Advance or Retire, 
and to perform all his other Artifi- 

cial Motions regularly, _and with 
Life and Quickneſs ; without which, 
they would appear dull and flow, 
and more like the Poſtures of a 
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Lifeleſs Statue, than the Actions of 


Thirdly, A Quick and Exact Hye 
t. 
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a Living Man. wth 


f 


is moſt neceſlary. and uſeful in Fig 

ing; becauſe by it, the moſt ſubtle 
Motions of the Adverſary's Sword 
are diſcerned, and thereby a Man's 
Parade or Defence rendered the 
more, certain; alſo, he thereby diſ- 
coyers the: moſt proper Opens he i; 
to Thruſt at, when his Adyerfary 
makes ſuch Diſcoveries to him 
whereas, had he a 975 weak, or 
Yull Sight, he could never go 10 
readily to the Adyerſary's Sword to 
Croſs it by his Parade, nor fo eaſil) 
diſcover any Opens, which his Ad: 
ett by Negligence might of: 

Gy STE AN. 
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ö Amrthly, JUDGMENT. is 
of ſo very great - Conſequence 
in the Art of the Sword, that he 
who, without it, endeavours to per- 
form any of his Artificial Motions 
or Deſigns, does them only at Ran- 
dam, and Hap-hax ard, as we ay, 
and is more beholden to Chance for 
his good Succeſs than any Thing 
„ elſe; becauſe, ſtrictly, ſpeaking, a 
vue and skilful Sword · Man ought to 
perform no Motions, but what he 


"if does upon good Grounds, and for 


"I hich, were he deſired, he can give 
a judicious; and nary yet! | Reaſon 
ro 5 . 1 5 
to any other knowing Artiſt. 


' JUDGMENT in a Sword 
Man may be compared to Conduct 
Jin a good General, who not only 

foreſees, but alſo prevents any De- 
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ſigns, orStratagems his Enemy may 
make - Uſe of, to enſnare and oyer- 
come him; to act without Tudg- 
ment is like a blind Man's'throwing 
of a Stone; it muſt hit ſomewhere, 
and may perhaps do Execution, but 
no Thanks to the Thrower of it, 
becauſe he took no particular Aim 
when delivering it; and ſo the Suc- 


cCeſs of the Throw was the Effect of 


Chance, not of fudg ment. It is juſt ſo, 
when an Artiſt, Or any other Perſon 
Fights and Thruſts at Random, and 
without any previous and judicious 
Deſign in whar he performs; he may 
ſucceed, but it is without Tore. 


_ thought, Desen, or fudgment, and 


ſo muſt be diſapproved by all know - 
ing and judicious. Sππν ,- Men. Be- 
i Fo Fulliibi um Corpus ipſum juvat 
og does truly accelerate the 
tions of the Body, and . 
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che Motions of the Ś.rd- Hand, 
which, by Confuſin, are ſlackened 
and retarded Of which all True 
Sword-Mer are ſenſible, when they 
neglect the Uſe of it, by playing at 
Random, or La Tete Baſe, as we ſay. 


1 2 3 


IN DEED, that a True Sword- 
Man may make right Uſe of this 
Judgment, there is required a Calm- 
neſs and Sedateneſs of Temper, with- 
out which, he cannot ſo eaſily ex- 
diert his Judgment; for Paſſion ſo 
5obfuſcates and beclouds it, that a 
Man can ſcarcely know what he 
does, while he has it in a great De- 
id gree. I know, That this is a Durus 
w. Sermo to many Sprightly and High- 
e- blooded Men; and mult alſo. own, 
That it is ſcarcely poſſible to Fight 
hel well, without being in ſome Degree 
of Paſſion, . Fee Page 11. For thus a 
Man performs his Actions with the 

„„ dy more 
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more Life and « ob but till the 


more he can Maſter a great Tran. 
ſport of Paſſion, ſo much the bet 


rer. 


Tuis Calmneſs and Sedatenefs in 
Fighting, is more eaſily acquired in 
fighting againſt Fire Arms, than a- 
1 — ſingle Weapons Hand to Hand, 
becauſe in the Hirſt, if a Man excite 
his Paſhon, it muſt. be againſt rhe 
eArms, and Powder and Ball, and 
not the Soldiers, who are called to 
their Duty by their Prince, and ne- 
ver did him any eAfront or Harm. 
Bur it is not ſo in the Second, where 
a Man has received perhaps a Box o 
the Ear, or ſome other great and 
provoking #; tough, this, upon the 
very Sight of his Autagoniſt, ſets his 
Blood in a Ferment, by which his 
Paſſion is excited: and truly tis a 


very 
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very great: N ha to a Man, 
when he can fuppreſs it in any Mea- 
ſure ; for I don't think it poſſible to 
do it wholly, but the more the bet- 
ter. Beſides, the very Motion of 
the Body, and Handling of the 
Weapons, of whatever Kind, raiſe 
che Spirits, and thereby excite a 
Man's Paſſion; of which, as I have 
already faid, he is rather the better 
as the worſe, in a ſingle Engagement; 
but when it exceeds a due Meaſure, 
chen it is to his Detriment rather as 
Advantage, for, Omne nimium Ver- 
J 7 TT 2 


TRE Sedateneſs then of Generals 
and other Officers, as well in Sea 
Engagements as in thoſe at Land, 
is not ſo- extraordinary or difhcult 
to be acquired, as many imagine; 
and the Reaſon is evident, becauſe, 
„ . % beſides 
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beſides the foregoing Reaſon, as 
having only the Ships and Waves. 
and Powder and Ball at Sea, to vent 
their Paſſion and Fury againſt, they 
go on themſelves, and lead on their 
Men to a Land Engagement Lei. 
ſurely, and at a very flow Pace; by 
which their Blood is kept cool, 
and ſometimes too much {o, which 
is many Times the Occaſion of a 
greater Concern (I will not call it 
Degree of Fear, for that Word ig juſt- 
ly caſhiered out of Armies) than ©- 
therwiſe they would have, did they 
march with greater Speed, and were 
to engage alſo Sword in Hand : So 
that they need ſo little ro maſter 
their Paſſion, that they ought rather 


to uſe honourable, gentile, and cuſto- 


mary amuſing Methods to excite it: 
And this is ſometimes the Reaſon, 
why many very good Officers, while 
6 7 . . 6.4 . 14891 marching 


a. 
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marching on to an Engagement, or 
when a Battery is playing againſt the 
Body they command, take a hearty-- 
Pinch of Snuff, or good large Chaw 
of Tobacco, it accuſtomed to it, 
whereby they are a little diverted, 
and their Spirits put in greater Agt- 
tation than otherwiſe hey would, 
upon ſo flow a March. Of this 
the Turks give us an Example, who 
commonly take a large Doze of 
Opium, before they engage, which 
has the fame Effect upon them (be- 
ing uſed to it) that a Pram of good 
Spirits, or Genevar, or large Snuff, 
or Chaw of Tobacco, have upon any 
of us. 


By all which, I would only inſi- 
nuate, That Calmneſs and Sedate- 
neſs in Generals and other Officers, 
are as natural to them and their Sol- 

diers, 
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diers; in an Engagement with Eire 
Arms, either at Sea or Land, as 3 
good Degree of Haſtineſs or Paſſion 
is to theſe ſame Perſons, when en- 
gaged in a ſingle Combat, either with 
the Sword ſingly, or with the Sword 
and Piſtol, altho' with the Piſto! 
joined it is leſs, * until they come to 
their Swords: So that to fight in 2 
ſimple Combat Poſh and without II. 


ſome Degree of Paſſion, I look upon 
it as next to impoſſible, if they be 
brick and lively Perſons who are 
to engage: Aud if it were otherwiſe, 
I ſhould be afraid it might proceed 
from another Cauſe, not to be nam- 
ed amongſt Men of Honour. But 
certainly, the better Uſe that a Sword- 
Man maketh of his Paſſion, and the 
better he manages it, ſo much the 
more will it tend to his Advantage, 
which is all that is deſired or _ 
te 


* To uſe which dexterouſly, ſee my New Method. 
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ted of him. I judged it proper to 
give my e Of Cinch, as 
well as of Courage, in True Sword- 
Men, that my Reader might know 
my Thoughts of them, and in what 
they of differ from his own, or 
:hoſe of other Perſons of Honour 
For I may give my Opinion and Ad- 
vice, but ſhall never peremptorily 
dictate, well knowing, that Huma- 
1114/8 eft Exrare. 


A Man being poſſeſſed of the 
foregoing Qualiſicatioms, and un- 
de the Art of the Sword, 1 
mean, fo much of ir as is needful 
{or a Gentleman in a neceſſary Self- 
Defence, I doubt not, but the fol- 
lowing ſhort Directions will be of 
great Uſe to him in an Occaſion Sword 
in Hand. And to make Art not 
only to improve, but alſo to imitate 

Nature 
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Nature as much as poſſible. And 
the Defenſrve Part ot the Sword be- 
ing the moſt uſeful as well as moi! 


difficult to become truly Maſter of, 
I ſhall begin with it. 


FIS 
Of the Parade or Defenſive Part. 


Trex Perſon then who peruſes this 
Memorial, being a True Sword. 
Man, he will certainly know to de- 
fend himſelf after the common Me- 
thod, by any of the Five Guard:, 
VIZ. Prime, Seconae, Tierce, Quart 
and Quint; but the Seconde or Hang: 
ing-Cuard, with a ſlopping Point, 
being (as I have tully demonſtrace 
in my New Method) that Guard 
from which the {ureſt Defence may 
be drawn, againſt all attacks by the 

Small 
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Hnal Sword and Broad. Sword, or 
Sabre, and that as well a Horſe— 
back, as on Foot, or by any other 


edged. or pointed Weapon, that is, 
Halbard, Pole-Ax, c. or blunt 


Weapons, ſuch as Quarter-Staff, Fau- 
chion, or common Oak-Club, Cudget 
or Staff. I ſhall only inſiſt upon it, at- 
ter Ihave told, That all true Defence 
from any Guard; muſt form a Croſs, ei- 
ther leſs or more, upon the Adverſa- 
ys Weapon in defending; becauſe if 
it make not that, it will either alto- 
gether fail, or at leaſt, prove an im- 
perfect Defence, that is, that in Pa- 
rieing; the Perſon who defends, will 
not be ſo ſafe, but in more Hazard 
of being wounded, than it he formed 
a good Croſs : So that, certainly, the 
greater the Groſs, the better the De- 
fence: And conſequently, the eaſieſt, 
ſureſt and ſafeſt, is drawn from the 
1718 — K Hang- 
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Hanging-Guard in Seconde, becauſe 
it forms: the greateſt! Croſs; which 
being ſo well known, I need not 
gung to explain its Poſture to Jyuc 
Sword-Men,. but ſhall remit then 
to the Plate at the End, Fi. 1, 2, 
and 6. And to my New Method, 
for the great Advantage it hach Ver 
all the other before named Cunard: 
together with ſome trivial Objection: 
againſt ir, which are all fully explai- 
ned and anſwered in that Book. 


Tr1s Guard then in Seconde, with 
a ſloping Point, being that which J 
chiefly recommend for the former 
Reaſons, I muſt tell you, That when 
it is right kept, with an earneſt 
ſtooping forwards of the Body, your 
Adverſary has, in a Manner, but Two 
Parts to attack you in, by the 
Thruſt, with Eaſe, which are within 

WN f and 
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ſade, or without and beneath the 
Sword upon the Rg. 
Ir he Attack you with a Thruſt 

upon the Left-ſide, your Head, 
when on Guard, being always cove- 
red oy a Sword-Arm, Croſs his 
Sword, gaining its Weak with your 

an ILA enn 
Fort, by 4 flop or quint Motion of 
jour Stor-Hend,” rownrd "Your 
Leftgſide, and near to the Body, 
moving your Head at the fame Time” 


a little towards your Right-fide, "gk 
ways beneath your Arm, ro prevent 
2 Thruſt in the Face: The flop or 
quint Motion of your Arm, near to 
the Body, makes you meer the more 
creainly with the Feeble or Weak of 


- 


\is Sword, whereby you defend him 
th the more Eafe, whereas other- 
ne, he might Force his Thruſt 

14 Home 
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Hanging Cuard in Seconde, becauſe 
it forms the greateſt: Croſs; which 
being ſo well known, I need not 
ſtand to explain its Poſture to True 
S$wword-Men,: but ſhall remit then 
to the Plate at the End, Fi. 1, 2, 
and 6. And to my Ne ebe 
for the great Advantage it hath oer 
all thè other before named Cuaruls 
together with ſome trivial Objection 
againſt ir, which are all fully explai- 
ned and anſwered in that Book. 


Txr1s Guard then in Seconde, with 
a ſloping Point, being that which I 
chiefly recommend for the former 
Reaſons, I muſt tell you, That when 
it is right kept, with an "earneſt 


ſtooping forwards of the Body, your 


Adverſary has, in a Manner, but Two 


Parts to attack you in, by the 


and 


- 
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and above the Sword upon the Left. 
{de, or without and ener the 
Sword upon the Right. 
Ir he Attack you with a Thruſt 
upon the Left ide, your "Head, 
hen on Guard, being always cove- 
red by your Sword-Arm, Croſs his 
550d gaining its M tak" with your | 
Vert, by à flop or ſquint Motion of 
our Sword-Hand, toward your 
| cft-fide, and near to the Body, 
moving your Head at the fame Time” 
2 little towards your Right-fide, al 
ways Beneath your Arm, to prevent 
2 Thruſt in the Face : The flop or 
quint Motion of your Arm, near to 
the Body, makes you meet the more 
certainly with the Feeble or Weak of 
his Sword, whereby you defend him 
with the more Fake whereas other- 
vile, he might Force his Thruſt 
12 Home 
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Home upon you, if he gained your 
Meal; and therefore, you are to 
take Care thus to prevent it, See the 


Plate, Fig. 7. 


Ix he thruſt without and beneath: 
your Sword upon your Right-ſide, 
you are to obſerye the very ſame 
Directions as you did for the Let, 
See the Plate, Fig. 10. Only if it be 
a Blow upon * K. Side, and not 
a Thruft, then the Croſſing of his 
Sword is ſufficient, ; without that ob- 
lique or ſioping Motion of the Sword 
toward, the Body, to gain the Feeb!: 
of his, Sword, becauſe the Parade of 
the Stroke upon the Left ſide, ſhould 
be rather carried a little upward, 
as ſloping towards the Body, as it 
Farieing the Thruſt; and that thc 
better to oppoſe and Counter check the 
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Force of his Blow upon the Left. ſide, 
See the Plate, Fig. q. 


Bur if the Blow be upon the 
Right-fide, and high, then you are 
only to draw your Saword-Hand to- 
ward your Right-ſide, and parie him 
with the Furt of your Sword, your 
Point a little High; not forgetting, 
as you raiſe your Sword upwards; 
o make a, Motion with your Hea 
downwards, by which you will meet 
and croſs his Sword with half the 


Motion, the Head moving the one 


Half of the Diſtance, and your 
Sword the other, See the Plate, 
Fig. 16. This is the true Method 
of Paricing either Thruſts or Blous, 


upon either Side, when you ſtand to 


a True Cuard in Second. 
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Bur if your Adverſary offer to 
ſtrike at your Head with a ſtreight 
or downright Blow, whatever the 
Weapon may be, carry your Sword 
up, and quite a-croſs and level, un- 
til you meet his Sword or Weapon, 
making the above-mentioned Moti 
on with your Head downwards, as 
ou are raifing of your Sword level; 
which, as I ſaid, you gain the 
Halt: of the Time in Parieing which 
you would take, did you not aſſiſt 
the Motion of your Sword with that 
of the Head. See the Plate, Fig. 16. 


- Tnis is a Nicety in Paxiein 


from this Cuard in Seconde, which 
few People know, and therefore it 
ought to be taken Notice of and 
exactly obſerved; for this Motion 
of the Head will ſave your Head 

1 . from 


or Tame Sword- Men. 135 


from many a Cut or Wound it 
would otherwiſe receive, if you 
made only Uſe of the Motion of 
your Sword-Hand in Farieing, and 
neglected it. Tou are alſo to take 
Care, that you Parie or Deſend your 
elf, always with the Blade of your 
Sword, and not with the Back-Ward, 
if a Small Sword, or with the Gloſs 
or chiß-Head Hilt, if a Broad; See 
che Plate, Fig. 16. becauſe, altho 
they may defend you, yet your 
Sword not forming a Croſs with your 
Adverſary's, the Parade or Defence 
is falſe, and not according to True 
Art, which always makes a. Croſs, 
and ſo defends perfectly, altho you 
nad. only the Blade of à Sword in 
your Hand, without any Hilt at all, 
and were neceſſitate to fight with it. 
This is a magerial Rule, as is alſo 
this laſt, wish Which I ſhall end che 
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'Defenſroe Part from this Guard i 
Seconde. And it is this 


Tn you look chiefly to your 
Adverſary's Sword-Hand, and abou 
Half a Foot from it upon the Blade, 
both as it were at one Time, with a2 
general View of the Eye, if I may 
10 call it, and but very rarely to his 
Eyes, leſt he might ene af 
he {quinted ; altho' it is convenient 
and uſeful, to take ſometimes! a 
Glance at his Eyes, to obſerve in 
what Frame his Blood and Spirits 
are in, which may aſſiſt you to order 
your Attack and Purſuit according- 
For the Eye is, in a Manner, 
the outward Soul of a Man, as Ht 
pocrates ſays, Profrato in Oc 
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Ir you obſerve theſe few Directi- 
_— in Parieing from the 
Hanging-Guard in Seconde, you will 
defend your felt eaſily both a Foot 
and Horſeback, againſt all Weapons 
whatſoever, whideher Pointed, Edged, 
or Blunt, unleſs he be a Kind of 
Coliath that you are Fighting againſt; 
and even in that Caſe, you will meer, 
oppoſe, and croſs his Sword, (which 
is all that Art can do) altho' you 
cannot Maſter his Strength, ſo as to 
carry off his Blows : In ſuch a Caſe, 
a Man' is overpowered by Strength, 
not overcome by Art; and if he 
do ſuccumb, he owes it to his Weak- 
%, and not to his Want of Art. 
Vor is it impoſſible, it he be a truly 
good Man who is thus tryſted, and 
that he is forced to fight for his Lite, 
put in ſuch an extraordinary * 
e 


* 
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1 

he may, as David, receive a ſuper. 
natural Aſſiſtance, to which, in Time 
Of Diſtreſs, I earneſtly recommend 
him For Paul may Þ lant, &c. 


I ſhall next proceed to the mali 
cious Part of the Art, whereby in 
defending. our own, Lives, We are 
ſometimes} indiſpenſibly neceſſitate 
to take away that of our Adverfary's; 
for, if I muſt either loſe my on, 
or take my Adverſary's Life, I can 
never be condemned, for/choofing 
of two Evils the leaſt. Here again, 
as in Page 20. Neceſſity hath neither 
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i SECONDLY, 
Of the Purſuit, or Offenſive Part. 


ALTHO, when a Man is much 
Maſter of the Parade, I allow him 
do ſuffer his Adverſary to make his 


DI Part, and to offend from 
che Riſpoſte; which is indeed the 
trueſt Art, and ſafeſt at Sharps, when 
2 Man is truly Maſter of the Parade; 
yet ſeeing all True Sword Mien have 
not that at their Command, (for he 
indeed muſt be confeſſed a very 
great Sword-Man who is abſolutely 
Maſter of it) yet, for the moſt Part, 
it is ſafe enof for a Man to take the 
dur ſuit at firſt Engaging, and to put 


ich is the Defence, upon his Ad- 


verſary, 


* 


Purſuit, and to take himſelf to the 


he moſt difficult Parr of the Art, 


33 if 7 5 now — —_—_ 


reer 


140 A Short Memorial 


verſary, which will not only put x 
lictle Stop ro his Paſhon, and Purſuit, 
if he defign'if but alſo be a Mean; 
for the more readily wounding him. 
if he have not all the ſurer Parad:. 


IT is a Queſtion amongſt ſore 
true Sword-Men, which of the Two 
have, the Advantage, Whether thc 
Azggreſſor, or Defender Each ot 
which have their Votaries; but 
ſhall here, in Three Circumſtances, 
give my on Opinion in à fen 
Words, whether it be approved «f 


or nor. 


. Firſt Circumſtance. 1 they be 
both Ignorants, neither of them be: 
ing Maſters of either the Defenſiut 
Part or ,Purſuit's, neither of theſq 
Parts can be recommended to them 
ſo they muſt even let Nature work 
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25 we ſay, and do the beſt they can; 
and are to ſupply by Courage and 


This is the Caſe, I am afraid, of 


too many, which I am forry for, 


and wiſh they may hereaf.er prevent 
mJ iis by becoming T; 9 9 5 = 


ll Second Circumſtance. Ix a Man be 
of ignorant. of the Art who is to fight, 
[Yb little underſtands what is for his 
„Advantage; if he take himſelf to 
che moſt difficult Part of the Art, 
of which is the of when he is 
Moor in the lea 


eff True Sword- Man. 


violent Purſuit, to put the difficult 
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Boldneſs, what they want of Art: 


in th _ Maſter of it, and 
the Jeſs, if he be engaging againſt a 


e Fern tick, oh ere. 
tainly to begin with a vigorous and 


Part of the Art upon the True 
; 72 #: Ra $5 0 1 FLY | ord-. 
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Saword-Man, who otherwiſe would 


have but too great Advantage over 
him. And When a True Arti. 
meets with ſuch a brisk and forward 
Perſon, I know no ſurer Remedy for 
him, than to make good Uſe of hi: 
Left-Hand, and nicely Breaking 1 
little of Meaſure, by a Circular or 
gently retiring Motion, to rake the Oy 
portunity, as his Adverſary is Thru//- 
ing, to Parie with his Left-Hand, gi 
ving in at the fame Time his Thruf,, 
which will rarely. fail of Execation. 
I knew a Gender 2a Friend ot 
mine, and of the ſame Name (and 
what Art he had, was from my felt) 
who was ſo very dexterous with his 
Left-Hand, that after making 2 
ruſt or Tuo, he ſeldom fail d 
to catch hold of his Adverfary's 
Fail fo firraly, by its Blade, that he 
had it generally in his Power to give | 
im 
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him a Tyruſt. if he had a Mind to 
ir; and this Derterit) he nquined 
by meer A or, i 


43} dy £1 


Cuſtom vow ? radtize 45 0 much) 


prevail, n | 
'ey make 7 Man in oy Thing 
excel; 
lf Nature they ul, 'tis hard x 
to ec W ac 


BESIDE 87 A Man's 4 cannot 
x in Two Places, nor perform FN o 
ferent Actions at one and the 
me Time, altho' it can parie and 
fend Two: or Three. Strokes or 
[brufts, given againſt it by Men in 
ferent Paſitions, the Sword. hilt 
eeping the ſarne Place; which any 
re Star ds Mon will underſtand' 
d acknowledge. So that the Pa- 
ging with the Left-Hand i in F oo 
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ing, is fo oP uſeful, that I: look 
upon it as the chief Preſerwatius 
againſt Thruſts from the Riſpo/te 
and therefore I do earneſtly recom: 
mend the Practice of it, and admin 
it is not more in Uſe amongſt Sor: 
Aen than it has been hitherto ; but 
doubt not, but in Time, it ſhall 
prevail, when once its great Uſe i} 
known in Fighting. If a True Sword 
Man take not this e Method again 
ſuch forward Ignorants, as well i» 
Artiſts, I cannot ſay but he may 
be put very hard to it with all hi 
Art and Dexterity. So you ict 
That in this Caſe of an Jgnorant" 
being to engage, whether witſi another 
Ignorant or Art {ts it is \ ſafeſt tor 
him to become the Purſuer; as al. 
ſo, for the True S- Man 10 
take it, if poſſible, of the Ignoran 
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5 eee ene ien n e. 
Third Circumſtance. Ix they are 
both True: Sword. Mien who are to 
engage, or the one a True Artiſt, 
and the other but an ordinary One 
In the Firſt, Caſe, there can no cer- 
tain Rule be given, becauſe much 
will depend upon their natural Cam- 
ſtitutions; becauſe, it is ſuppoſed, 
That both wiel fight, as well dexte- 
rowfly, as cunningly and warily; ſo 
that one of them will at one Time 
take the Purſuit, at another become 
the Defender; as the other will, per- 
haps, at firſt, take himſelf to the 
Defenſrue, and immediately, and in 
an Inſtant, become the Purſuer : 
And this is indeed what we call True 
and Right Fighting, according to 
Art.: That is, to change Parts, ac- 
cording as'a Man finds his Adverſa- 
ry. Works and Fights againſt him: 
IM" K But 
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But in the Second Caſe, where « 
True Sword-Man is engaged again 
an ordinary Artiſt, I am for his ta- 
king the Furſuit, as againſt an 4 
norant; as the ordinar) Artiſt, if he 
can, ſhould take it alſo againſt him; 


and that for the Reaſons in the de. 


„ 
* - 
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cond Circumſtance. 5.11 1 11 1 
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Bx all which you may ſee, | That 


there is no ſettled Rule amongſt 
T7 He Neo A. Men, ; When Fighting, 


but as they ſhall find it proper in the 
very Time of the Engagement; tho, 
for my own Part, IL Would always 
incline to be the Aggreſſor, if poſſi- 
ble, without wholly abandoning my 
ſelf upon it, bur ſo reſtraining my ſelt, 
as that I may be always ready; up- 
on my Adverſary's obſtinate Oppo- 
ſing me, and forcing a Counter. 


Purſuit 


for either Defending or Purſuing, 


es KK 8 
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Purſuit upon me, to paris him, and 
Anſwer it imarcly from the Riſpaſte: 
and this Aggreſſmg ought always to 
be performed with a dexterous Bold- 
neſs, without any Heſitat ion, Or Er. 
ing; as We lay, Which ſpoils the beſt 
doſigned Purſuit in the World. 

1 £1 | FY DJ DIR} - 00 
T #18 being premiſed, and you 
ſtanding to the ordinary Quart 
Guard; with the Point a very little 
eleyate, which is chat moſt com- 
monly made Uſe of in the Schools, 
and 4 and againſt which I ſhall; - 
chiefly fotm the following Directi- 
ons for the Purſuit : lou are at fickt- 
Engaging, to come within Di- 
ſtance; © and make a Croſs upon 
your Adverſary s Sword, either with- 
in or without it, and when you ſeel 
his Sword (I ſuppoſe it is on the 
Inſide) immediately give a ſmart, 
* | K dry 
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dry Beat upon it, either upon the 
{ame Side, or upon the oppoſite 
Side, by Diſengaging, to ſet it off 
the Line of your Boch, and without 
| , 0 | . Lf 

ee e plain Thru/ 
to the neareſt lower Parts of his Body, 
becauſe they are the eaſieſt wound 
ed, (and the Wounds alſo in theic | 
Parts the moſt dangerous) with.your il 
Steord-Hand either in Quart, Tiercc, 
or. Seconde; as it lies moſt; conyeni- 
ent for it, being always ſure to op- 
poſe your Left-Hand, to prevent a 
Count er- Temps from your Adverſa. 
ry, or a Thruſt from the Riſpoſl., 
and Recovering your own Body. as 
2 to its Guard again, as po- 

ibly you can, your Sword all this 
Time kept with à ſtretched Arm 
ſtreight before you, to keep off 
your Adverfary, or prevent his Run 
ning violently upon you, to in- 


F | Fn we Af cloſe, 
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cloſe, which, if you are Weaker than 
he, you ſhould endeavour, as 1 faid, 
„ always to be underſtood, That 
you. muſt keep your Body as thin 
and "low, by Sinking, as poſſible, 
to make 33 K more difficult to be 
hit by your Adverſary; which Cu- 
ſeom will make eaſy. FS 


You are nat, as I haye obſeryed 
many do, to beat your Adverſary's 
Sword, perhaps Once, Twice or 
Thrice, .and not to accompany the 
Beat with a Thruſt. This may be 
done in School- Play, but is not pro- 
per at Sharps, becauſe your A 
lary's Sword being by the firſt Beat 
forced out of the ſtreight Line, there 
i Wis no Need of the | Second. This 
chen is the Time of Thruſting with 
Ile greateſt Safety, whereas, by Re- 

J 


150 A Short Memorial 


peating the Beats unneceſſarily; you 
not only loſe your own Timè, but 
give your Adyerfary an Opportuii. 
ty ro difengage, and to Thruſt upon 
you; vh ch, by your Thrfting n 
ſtantly upon the Back of your Beat. 


24 


ing or Binding, you effectually pre. 


t 


vent. 


Ix Place of a plain Thruſt, you 
may make a ſingle Feint upon the 
Back of your Beat, at any Part of 
the Body, whether upon its Length 
of Breadth, to make an Open, it be- 
ing needleſs to name particular Le/: 
fons to True Sword-Men, for whom 
chis is chiefly deſigned: For I do 
not approve of double Frints at 
Sharps, they having too much of 
Harard and Chance in them, altho' 


rhey' ſucceed well enof in School. 
Play But J would advifſe no Man 
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o venture his Life upon them; they, 
throw a Man ſo much not only off 
is Defence, but give his Adverſary 
Encouragement to venture the ta- 
ing Time upon them, to prevent 
which, he ought always to have his 
' eft-Hand in Readineſs to oppoſe or 
parte his Adverſary's wentoriouſly 
timed Thruſts, See the Plate, Fig. 
3, 6, and 8. For J muſt tell yau, 
That all Thruſts are ſo, but what 
are preceeded by a good, dry Beat or 
Binding, as I have directed; ſo not 
to be depended upon, Sword in 
Hand, for the Life. 


A Man may alſo, after his Beat 
or Binding, make a Half-Paſs,- ei: 
ther without or within the Sword, 
finiſhing: it with an Incloſing and 
Commanding of his Adverſary's 

5 C 


enof for it; but otherwiſe I would 
not have him venture upon it, unleſ; 
being, as I ſaid, weak, he would 
thereby with the more Honour yield, 
ind thereby ſave his Life. 


Ix your Adverſary endeayour to 
revent your Binding or Beating, 
y Slipping or quick Diſingaging, 
you are then by a Contre-Degage- 
ment, to croſs his Sword, and then 
you will certainly meet with it; by 
which Means you will afterwards 
have an Opportunity to play your 
Leſſons. bv 9917 7 


I do not pretend to Secrets in 
Fighting with Sharps; knowing, that 
it chiefly conſiſts in a good Parade, 

feift plain Thruſts, or ſmgle  Feints 

after Binding or Beating, and o. 

ther 2 Mat ions Fer d 
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judiciouſly, and with a hardy Cou- 
rage. However, I ſhall ſet down 
Leſſon, which I know will rarely 
tail, either in School-Play or at 
Sharps, if it be right Timed, and 
performed Adroitiy, vith Celerity, 
and a quick Motion of the Body. It 
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Ar ER you have Bound or Beat 
your Adverſary's Sword on the In- 
ſide, whether by Diſingaging, or not, 
a5 your Sword ſhall , preſented ; 
inſtantly upon the Back of it give 
nome a plain Thruſt, by Way of a 
1 towards your Adverſary's 
Belly, who muſt, either receiye the 
Thruſt, or Parie it with the Sword, 
or Left - Hand; if you give him the 
Thruſt you have your Defigngartd 
it he parie with his Sword, which 
he muſt do low, bring inſt 


antly 
your 
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your Sword over his Point, which; 
the Subtilty of the Leflon, by a cir- 
cular Motion of your Wriſt, and 
give him the Thruſt in his Stomac|:, 
or Belly, taking hold of, and ſei 
I Sword- at the ſame Time 
with your Left-Hand upon the She. 
of his; by which you not only give 
him a Wound, but alto Encloſe up- 
on him, and command his Sword. 


I's he do not Parie with his Sword, 
but endeavour to do it with his 
Letr-Hand, you are to ſhun his Lett- 
Hand by bringing' your Sword over 
it, and giving him the Thruſt where 
you beſt can, whether high or low, 
within his Sword, ſaving your felt 
in the mean Time with your Lett- 
Hand from his Thruſt, ſhould he 
either attempt it in the Poſture he 
ſtands, or alter it by throwing 17 
SKY | 15 
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his right Foot, that he may have the 
more ready Uſe of his Sword. But 
if this Thruſt be right Timed, and 
ſmartly performed, it is fo very 
quick, and ſo ſurpriſing, that I aſ- 
ure you it will (eldom fail. 


Txr1s Leſſon may be performed, 
without a Beat, but then you run 
che Hazard of your Adverſary's ta- 
king Time upon you: for which 
Reaſon, you are always to have your 
Left-Hand in Readineſs upon all 
your Thruſts to prevent it. 


IT may alſo be performed upon 
the outſide of the Sword ; bur then 
the Thruſt. or. Half-paſs muſt be 
carried towards your Adyerſary's 
Left Breaſt, to oppoſe his Parade, 
and thereby give che more Eaſe to 
you, if you miſs the Thruſt to bring 

"_ your 
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your Sword over your left Shoulde: 
from beneath His Sword, by à cir. 
cular Motion, at the ſame Time 
changing Jour Poſture by a circular 
Leap half about to the Right, and 
changing the Places of your Feet, 
that is, the Left where the Right 
was, and the Right where the Left 
as; in that Inffant bringing your 
Left Arm over his Sword, and ta- 
king hold of it at or near to the 
Hilt, the Nails of the Sword-Hand 
up, your Sword being preſented to 


his Body, with your Sword-Hand 
and Right-ſide from him; in which 
Poſture you are ready to wound him 
Kot, you pleas... 


Bor this upon the Outſide re- 


quiring a great deal more Dexterity 
to perform ir quickly, than that with 


| 2 tions 


tions muſt. be done . almoſt at the 
ame Time, and made to jump as 
exactly together as poſſible: There- 
ſore, recommend the fir ſt Method 


25 the more eaſy and certain. 


I own, that this Leſſon comes 
more eaſily from the common 
Quarte Guard, than from that in 
Seconde, which; I have recommend- 
cd ; but a judicious S¼ .- Man will 
caſily perform it from either, ſo as 
co furprls very uch his See 
e 

urſuit And ſo I leave it with him 


to improve upon it. 


INTENDING to be ſhort, TI ſhall 
only add, That it you deſign only 
co diſable your Adverſary, then pop 
or ferk out little Thruſts at his 
Sword Arm, or Hand, advanced 

15 Thigh, 
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Thigh, Leg or Foot, which is to be 
done quickly and fuddenly, without 
diſordering of yourſelf, and will fel- 
dom fail to Anſwer your Deſign; 
theſe being Tendonous and Neryous 
Parts, and conſequently, when woun- 
ded, very ſenſibly painful and di- 
nc ETSY oo 2 


I ſhall end this Memorial with 
an eAbſtract, taken out of my New 
Method of Fencing, which I would 
adviſe my Reader ſo to value, as to 
have it ready in his Memory upon 
all Occaſions ; of which, I promife 
him, he ſhall never repent. It is 
as follows. 


Q 


12e 


| 


Judgment. 
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The ABSTRACT. 


W 


USE, 


I. Chiefly the Guard in Seconde, 
with a Nopin Point, your Body 
for the moit Part moving circular- 


| ly, and ſometimes fix d. 


4 


U. A good Croſing Parade, 
with a firm dry Seat, aſſiſted 
with the Left Hand. 


III. A brisk Half Purſuit, un. 


til you make a true and full one, 


commonly preceeded with a Dry 


. Beat or Binding. 
3 


IV. Plain and eaſy Ofenſso⸗ 


{| Leſſons, briskly performed; and 
always oppoſing the Left-Hand, to 


revent a Contre-tempr, an Ex- 


I changed Thruſt, or one from the 
Reſpoſte. 


V. A moderate and judicious 
| Breaking of Meaſure, Cirenlarly 
or otherwiſe, until the Violence 
and Fury of your Adverſary's 


} Purſuit be over, when you find, 


that he will force a Purſuit up- 
on you. ae 


\. 


The 
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The ABSTRACT. 


* PREVENT. 


I. Being Decoy d or Decc io 
by Femnry, as — as poſſib le. 


| II. Being Carched upon 2. 
when Advancing to T. Bruſt. 


III. Being without D711, 
i when T7 hruſting. 


TV. Reſting upon a Thr, 
after it is Delivered. 


V. A Contre temps, "way 
ged Thruſt, or one from thy 
| Riſpoſte, by making ſeaſorath 

Uſe of the Left- 1 by Of/ 
Judgment. ing or Parieing with it, as 
ther Yon yourſelf or your 41 
Jury ſhall Thruſt. 


O uſeful ABSTRACT! who poſſe 
Thee, 


And thy juſt Precepts ractiſe, vil 
thi Three, * T f 
Nebel 4 


7d Calmneſe Vigour, and Judgment. 
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Needs no Man's point or edged 

| Weapon fear, 

Since by thee from all Danger he's 
ſecure : | 

IVeigh theſe Directions well; whe 
would have Art, 

Them and Memorial ought to get 


by Heart : 
For in them almoſt is contained 
True Sword-men need to know 7 

Broad Or Small. b 


Ir any, who are perhaps no Well. 
wiſhers ro the Art I ſo much defend; 
(hall, after what I have writ, ſuggeſt 
0 themſelves the Two following 

Que ſtions; for ſome Perſons have 
umted a little at them to my ſelf, 
vl which makes me the more willing 
do anſwer them: And whereof, 


L 


a +a. 


* 
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Taz Firſt is this, How I come 15 
ive ſuch poſit ie Directions fer 
be when it is not wel! known if 
ever 1 drew a Sword in Good Far- 
neſt al my Life ? And if not, how | 
can know, ſo exattly as 3 the 
True Rules fo ſtrictly to be made L/ 
of,” when engaged for the Lite? 


To which I Anſwer, That whe- 
ther I have ever been engaged in 
Good Earneſt or not, is none of the 
Queri ſts Buſineſs to know; neither 
will I let them at preſent into that 
Matter: For I never much appro- 
ved of being Vain: glorious, eſpeci- 
ally where the Victory is obtained, 
for the moſt Part, at the Expence, 
leſs; or more, of the Vanqui ſber. Bu: 
if, J have ever been engaged, when 
1 might 6 have 8 prevented it, I am 
Kar | no 
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now very ſenſible that I ought not 
o have done it, according to the 
Vrinciples ot true Honour laid down 
in the foregoing Vindication; no- 
ing but being attacked, and neceſ- 
(:ry Hel Defence, being what can 
indicate any Man's running the 
Fazard, as well as Fin, of taking 
way another Man's Lite. 


AxD if I have never Foughr, yet 
have had the Practice of near Fitty 
cars with Foils, againſt Perſons of 
noſt different Tempers and Conſti- 
tutions; fo that by my frequent 
Jractice in the Schools, and other- 
where, I know what can poſſibly be 
performed with Forts, which is 2 
great Deal more than any wary Ar- 
tiff will venture upon at Sharps * 
And out of what may be done with 
Foils,” J haye ſelected, and pick d 

5 E 2 out 
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out, ſuch Directions as I judged moſt 
proper and fate when engaged for 
the Life : For there is nothing that 
can be pertormed by a Sword, except 
deſperately Wounding and Killing 
bur what may be imitate by a Foil 
or Fleuret, and conſequently at tar 
leis Expence, ſeeing by them there 
is very ſeldom any Blood drawn, 
altho' I have known by my own E. 
perience, Miſchances of this Nature 


{ometimes to happen. 


I fay, it is by this Reſemblance of 
Fleurets to Swords, that I have come 
to the Knowledge of what is moſt 
proper and ſafe to be performed by 
a Sword, when a Man ſhall be en- 
gaged for his Life, according to the 
different Tempers and Humours 
with which he ſhall be tryſted : And 
which Que ſtion, or rather Objection, 

| may 
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may be alſo made againſt moſt Fen- 
cing-Maſters, as well as other Pro- 
tetors ot any Ari or Science, For 
ow many good Fencing-Maſters 
are there, who never Tilted in Ear- 
neſt? How many good, (I do nor ſay 
experience and tried, which I defire 
may be noticed) Officers in the Ar- 
my, who were never at either a Land 
or Sea Engagement? How many 
good Engineers, who never ordered 
the Opening of Trenches ? How ma- 
ny good Chirungeons, who never ex- 
tracted a Stone from the Bladder ? 
How many good eMathematicians, 
who never ſurvey'd one Acre of 
Cound, nor ever took the Height 
ot a Steeple? How many good Ar- 
chitects, who never contrived a 
Louvre, an Eſcurial, or a St Pauls? 
and, not to mention more, how 
many teach Navigation to Perſec- 
L 3 tion, 
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dion, who never either fteered 
Siup, or were all their Lives o tar as 
Twenty Leaguzs out at Sea; and yet 
they are all ſufficient and good in 
their Stations? The Applicauon 1s 

lain and obvious, and 1 think, ſu- 
Raby anſwers this Firſt Cuecſtior, 
or ratt.er Objection. 

THE Second is this, Does the Au 
thor fancy, That with all the Skiil 
and Dexterity he pretends 10 in th: 
Art of Defence, he would have com: 
better and ſafer off the Field, at th: 
Engagements at Freſton, or Sheriti- 
Moor necr Stirling, had he been brisk- 
ly attack d by a ſtout, vigorous an 
clever Highlander, with his Broad- 
Sword and Target, than many Centle- 
men and other Soldiers did, who j re- 
tended to no Skill in the Art at all, 
Lut only fought as Nature prom pted 
d directed them 

Te 
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To this I readily Anſwer, I DO 
YELIEVE NOT. Perhaps I might 
have carried the Marks of their 
roles as well as others. For, Firſt; 
Let one be never ſo Skilful and dex- 
/crous, there is a Fate or rather Pro- 
didence, that atrends, overrules, 
and determines every Man, do his 
Zeſt. The Battle is neither to the 
Srrong, nor to Numbers, as was 
very evident in theſe Engagements: 
nich Succeſs, particularly in the 
lat, was chiefly owing to the Con- 
duct of a Great and Noble PEER, 
who from his Youth, has given (eves 
a Proofs of his Valour; both ſing- 
lv, and in Field Battles: And whole 
Character is ſo very well eſtabliſhed 
and known, that to name him more 
particularly, would be a Kind of 
Treſumption in me; and for which 

BY L4 els 
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theſe Nations will be for ever indeb:- 
ed to him, having then ſaved a grea: 
Deal of True Britiſh Blood; which 
would have otherwiſe been ſpilt in 


that moſt unlucky eAttempr. 


- Secondly, 1 am firmly perſwaded. 
That had I been there, and received 
ſome ſevere Wounds, notwithſtand- 
ing of all my Art, yet 1 would cer. 
tainly have receiyed many more, 
had I been wholly ignorant, and 
made only Uſe of pure Nature; 10 
that it would have been no Reflect: 
on upon my Art, that I received 
Wounds, I mean, from the Enemy'; 
edged Weapons (for I believe the Art 
of Defence with the Sword alone, 
is for the moſt Part but little concer- 
ned in oppoſing Fire Arms; for there 
is no Parieing of Bullets, altho there 
gre Methods to be uſed to make the 


Ain 
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Aim not only leſs but more uncer- 
tain, both a Foot and Horſeback, if 
dexterouſſy uſed, but which I ſhall 
not trouble the Reader with at preſent ) 
ince by my Art I did defend my ſelf 
from a great many Blows, which, 
vithout it, I ſhould probably have 
received; and which would have 
been moſt probably with the Croſs 
-W ”:rade from the Hanging-Cuard in 
„ 4:conde. See the Plate, Fig. 16. 


For if, of Half a Dozen ſmart 
and vigoroutly delivered Blows, I 
defend my ſelf from only Three, 
which is but a modeſt Suppoſition, 
when an unskilful Perſon, notwith- 
anding of all his Natural Addreſs, 
has detended himſelf but from One 
or Two, and which is much, wirh- 
out any Art Then it is evident, 
That, by my Art, I have had Three 

| | ro 
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to One, or Three to Two, of Ac. 
vantage, which the unskiltul Perſe: 
has not had for Want of it; becauſc. 
of Six Blows made at me, I have 
only received One or Two, when he 
has received Four or Five; which 
clearly demonſtrates the Uſefwlne,; 
of the eArt of Defence, even in 
Crowd, or cloſs Battle; that altho' 
by it a True Sword-1an cannot keep 
himſelf Scart-Free, as we ſay, yet he 
ſhall always, upon the Main, receive 
a great many tewer Wounds than any 


unskilful Perſon ſhall. 


BesiDts, the Art of the Sword 
was at firſt chiefly deſigned and ap- 
propriate to por Fighting Hand to 
Hand, an Exerciſe and Trade mucl 
uſed by the Old Romans and Grec:- 
ans, in their publick Diverſions, and 
not for a Man's perfect Defence in a 

* mixed 
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mixed or cloſs Battle; altho' it be 
aſo then uſeful, and much better 
han pure Nature without any Art 
irall: And in this Cale it is no more 
Dilparagement tor an Artiſt to be 
wounded in a Crowd, with an 
Edged Weapon, than it is for an 
unskilful Perion ; provided the Ar- 
% has, by his Art, ſaved himſelf 
rom more Wounds than the unskil- 
iz! Perſon did, the ſame Number of 
Lows being ſuppoſed to have been 


{iruck and diſcharged at Both. 


SCARS and Wounds, when re- 
Iccived in a juſt and honourable 
-auſe, ſuch as the Defence of a 
an's Religion, Country or Life, are 
© tar from being repured Blemi ſpes 
d Imperfect ions, whereby to bring 
| cproach and Contempt upon his 
erton; that they are rather look d 


upon 
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upon by Men of Honour, as ſo ma- 
ny Ornaments, and, as it were, 
Badges of True Worth and Value in 
the Perſon who carries them: 50 
that altho' it muſt be acknowledg- 
ed, that it is always a Misfortune 
for a Man to be wounded in 1 
Battle or Duel, yet it can be no 
Reflection upon, nor diminiſh his 
Reputation and Value; becauſe he 
{till keeps up his Character, by his 
having behawd himſelf as a Man of 
True Honour and Courage, and has 
done his beſt; which is all can be 
expected from the Greateſt and moſt 
Valiant Hero: For Man, by Ne 
ture, is neither Infallible, Invulnc- 
rable, nor Immortal; and it were 
moſt unreaſonable to expect, that he 
ſhould receive THAT from eAr;, 
which his very Nature is not ale 
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of, For a further Anſwer to this 


Second Queſtion, ſee Page 6. 


I'T is likely ſome People may 
think, that I might have as well o- 
mitted, as ſtarted theſe Two Que- 
ſſions, and perhaps I do fo my ſelf; 
but to be plain, I love Ingenuity, 
and to ſatisty frankly every Man in 
what he can poſſibly object, againſt 
either myſelft, or the Subject I am 
eating of; and I have all along 
cndeavour'd to ſet this eArt in its 
true Light, that Perſons who are 
True Sword-Men, may not by their 
Art become too Vain and Inſolent, 
and imagine, that they are thereby 
eng in a Manner infallible, as 
well as ſome of them may fancy they 
are made invincible. To undeceive 
them of both which, I have not on- 
ly writ ſo plainly and freely, but 

| : have 
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have alſo adduced ftrons Reaſon; 
in my New Method of Nie to 
convince them of their Uncertain!) 
when engaged for the Life, to which 
J refer chem ; which I expect wi! 
maxe them tully ſenſible of cheir 
Uncertainty; and that altho' they 
are True Artiſts, yet that they arc 
alſo Truly, but uncertain, fallible 
and ſrail Men; and therefore, have 
no jult Reaſon to be too much e. 
up with it. 


{ conclude all wich my old bui 
true Maxim Cladiatura non fe- 
lum ad Honoris, vitaque Conſervati- 
onem, ſed etiam ad Corporis atque 
animi Relaxationem, perquam nece/- 
„ ih 


Which 


SF 
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Which I Paraphraſe thus, 


{ENCING not only for Diverſion 
ſerves, 

Life and Fonour, when attack'd, 
preſerves - | 

The beſt EXERCISE of Heroick 

Rind 

To cheer the Body and relax the 
Mind : 

Gout and Rheumatick Ach's it does 
expel, 
And for their Cure, all Medicines 

excel. 


For, * Tollere nodoſam neſcit Me- 
licina podagram ; which, before it 
come that Length, Fencing, Dan- 
ing, and Riding, will, it "WP 

2 


— 


Dr. Obeyne on the Go. 
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| | 
ly but moderately plied, ind with; 
out Exceſs. of Diet in either Meat 
or Drink; for theſe taken in Exce/s, 
eſpecially ſtrong Spirits, bring tha: 
ny a ſtrong and vigorous Man, With 
Gout1ſh Pains and Torture, untin'c- 
ouſly to the Grave. 5 
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